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Commissioner of Railways should be re-
sponsible for the payment of interest oo the
outlay. It is monstrous. There is no busi-
ness interest in the city that would agree to
such a proposal. It is a liability of the
State, not of the Railway Department, and
the Bill as originally presented should have
been accepted.

Question pnt and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 3
Noes . .. .. 10
Majority against 7
ATED.
Hon. J. M. Drew tHion. E. H. Gray
Hon. W. H. Kitson {Teller.)
Nozms.
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. G. A. Kempton Hon, H. Seddon
Hon. Sir W. F. Lathlsin [ Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. A. lovekin Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. W. J. Mann Hon, J. T. Franklin
(Teller.)
Par.
AYB. No,

Hon. C. B. Williams Hon, C. H. Wiitenoom

Question thus negatived; the Council's
amendment ingisted on.

No. 2. Title—Insert the words “the
aperation of” hefore the word “certain,”
and at the end insert the words “and for

other purposes.”

The CHAITRMAN: This is a consequen-
{ial amendment and therefore will be in-
sisted om.

Resolutions reported, the report adopfed
snd a message accordingly returned fo the
Assembly.

House adjourned at 345 pm.

{ASSEMBLY.]
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The SPEAKKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WATER METER RENTS,

KELLERBERRIN.
Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agricoltural Water Supplies: 1, What

amount has heen collected for water meter
rents during the last 15 years in the Ilel-
lerberrin Road Bourd distriet? 2, Ts it cor-
rect that users of these meters have to pav
for repairs in addition to paying a charge
of 10s, per year? 3, What was the originai
cogh of the meters? 4, As these meters have
presumahly heen paid for several times
over, will he now abolish the meter ren!
charge? 5, When was the meter reni
charge abolished on the goldfelds?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL WATER SUPPLIES replied-
1, Approximately £2,050. 2, Users of de-
partmental weters are called upon to pay
for damage donu to such meters, but they
are not reguired fo pay for ordinary main-
tenance and upkeep. 3, The cost of meters
varies. The average original cost was £4
10s. and the average cost of fixing £1. 4,
As cxperience has proved that the rents
collected are sufficient only to cover in-
terest on the outlay and the eost of main-
tenanée and nothing towards the capital
cost, T am not prepared to abnlish the meter
rent. 5, As from the 1st July, 1923. The
Lands Department pay te the Water Sup-
ply Department the revenue lost thronch
the granting of this concession.

QUESTION—OIL PROSPECTING.,

Mr. TEESDALE asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is he aware that Australia
House officials have given unfavourably re-
plies to inquiries as to the position of oil
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prospecting in thiz State? 2, Would it be
possible to instruct the Federal authorities
to advise Australia Houwse that any in-
quiries regurding Western Augiralinn in.
dustries are to be veferred direct to our own
Agent General at Savoy House?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, No. 2, The Prime Minister wilt be ad-
vised that the suggestion has been made in
thi= House.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. Angelo and Inaccurate Press Eeport.

MR ANGELO {Guscoyne) [4.34]: 1
desire ic make a personal explanation. Re-
porting a speech T made in this House last
evening, the “West Australian” has the foi
lowing sentenee:—

Practically all the sheep in the North-West

bad noduoles.
I very much regret if that is the impres-
sion I conveved to hon. members and to the
Press. What I wished to say was that prac-
tieally throughout the North-West sheep had
nodules. There may not seem to be mueh
difference in the phraseology, but this is =
very big matter and it is only fair that
the wrong impression created should be
corrected.  The condition referred to is
not by any means restricted to the North-
West, but is existent throughout this State
and also throughout Australia. T have
here a letter from the Director of Apgri-
eulture, written in Oectober, 1928, in which
he admits that there has been a large per
centage of nodules found in sheep through-
out Western Australia, and that this con-
dition has exfended in some measure 1v
lambs. He poiats out, however, that the
condition is not in any way injnrious to
human consumption, provided the nodules
are removed from the sheep at the time of
inspection. This morning I also received an
assurance from the Chief Inspector of Stock
that that is the ease.

Hon. (. Taylor: Nodules are not su pre-
valent in sheep as they are in cattla.

Mr. ANGELQO: T am told that the con-
dition is inerensing, but that it has no effect
upon heman consumption or npen loeal
killing. Unfortunately, it is a disadvaniage
for the export trade to Great Britain. As T
ctated last night, regulations have lately
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been introduced by Great Britain prokibifing
the imporiation of carcases which have bad
nodules, even after the nodules have been
removed. I think it is only fair to producers
and eonsutmers to make this explanation, and
1 thank the House for having permitted me
to make it.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab.
sence for two weeks granted to Hon, W. D.
Johnson (Guildford) and Hon. M, F, Troy
(Mount Magnet) on the ground of ill- health.

BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

ME. LATHAM (Yuk) [437]: T shall
not oppose the second reading of the Bill,
Ity provisions are far and away better than
the existing state of affairs regarding the
representation of the people. I vegret to be
compelled to support the measure, as 1 con-
sider it most unfair to agrienltural repre-
sentation. I should have liked to see a much
more comprehensive Bill brought down, onn
that would reduce the number of members in
this Chamber and also in another place. 1
snggest for serious consideration that the
management of the State could well be enr-
ried out by 30 representatives in this House
and by 18 in another place. The eost of gov-
ermmnent in this State is higher than in any
other State of the Commonwealth. I sugges:
that economy in this respect might be
adopted on highly practical lines, thus giv-
ing a lead to other action in the same diree-
tion. The cost of government as regards
the Commonweslth is 1s. 84. per hesd, and
the corresponding figures for the States are
~—New South Wales 1s. 11d., Victoria 1s.
54., Queensland 2s, 54., Tasmania 3s. 9d. and
Western Australia 5s. 5d. Surely it is worlh
while considering whether we cannot bring
abont a reduetion in the cost of government
which is the highest of all the States.

Hon. G. Taylor: Anything that is good
always commands a high price.

Mr. LATHAM: T freely admit that there
is not a member of this Chamber, guite ir-
respeetive of party, who is not doing the best
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he can for his eonstitnency and the State.
But let me point out that the people of
Subiuco are thoroughly well represented by
their present member, whe represents 11,000
electors. I feel quite confident that my pro-
posal can be adopted, judging by the fact
that the interests of Subiaco are heing
looked after so carefully as they are at
the present time. 1 could meution the
cases of other members, but I have picked
ont Subiaco beeause its member evidently
represents his electors satisfactovily, seeing
that he has been returned hy them so offen,
As regards the agricultural distriets, let me
point out that the member for Avon (M:
Griffiths) represents 5,000 clectors, and it
can he confidently claimed that his represen-
tation of them iy satisfactory. Thus there
is no need to have so smal! a quota as 3,000
or 4,000. It can be increased with safery
to 5,000 or 6000. That is as regards the
country districts, and T suggest that the city
quota might well he raised to 10,000 or
11,000, T regard the Bill as inequitable.
Take the central goldfields area fixed hy the
Act of 1923, There is a2 compaet little aren
of four miles sqnare, and it has four repre-
sentativez in this Chamber at present, and
will have four representatives if the Bill
becomes law.

The Premier: No, it will not.

The Minister for Mines: Where did vou
get your figures from as to the four miles
square?

Mr. LATHAM : The Minister is not pre-
pared to doubt that statement anyhow.

The Minister for Mines: I do question it.

Mr, LATHAM: T measured the area this
morning, and it is four miles square.

The Minister for Mines: That is why my
electorate runs as muoch as 48 miles south-
ward, and

Mr, LATHAM: The southern houndary
may tun that distanee, but there are no elec-
tors in that quarter.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, there are.

Mr. LATHAM: Then they are very few.

The Premier: I am sure the hon., mem-
hgr is mistaken when he says that the gold-
fields central area will have four represen-
tatives under the BillL

Mr. LATHAM : Will the Premier eorrect
me if T say that Kalgoorlie, Boulder, Brown
Hil-Tvanhoe, and Hannans will have four
representatives under the Bill. Those elee-
toral districts have a total of 8,394 electors
according to the figures furnished by the
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Chietf Blecloral Ofiicer, Divided by the
quota of 2,000, that will give four members.

The Premier: No. The aren will be dif-
ferent altogether.

My, LATHAM: Perhaps the avea may be
different. However, here is a small eon-
paet avea entitled under the Bill to fonr
representatives. The Premier will not argue
that that is not so. I submit that a com-
parvison shonld be made between thaf area
and sneh clectoral districts as Irwin, Moore,
Greenough and Toodyay. Let hon. members
glance at the map and observe the vast arveas
covered by those four electorates. Yet that
compact little goldfields area is to have a
representation of four, the same as the four
agricultural districts. Survely that is un-
reasonable.  However, as the Premier has
pointed ouf, the probability is that distriets
may radiate from the goldfields central arexn,
T they de, it will put a different aspeet on
the matter. Looking at the map, one iz eon-
vinced that the representation of the central
enldfields area under the Bill will be very
similar to what it is to-day.

The Premier: No.

Mr, LATEHANM: [ will take the Boulder
clectoral district. I do not know whether
my measuvelients are correet, but [ meas-
ured the district to the hest of my ability
and found it to be one square mile, T am
not concerned about ils represcntation to-
day, but I want to point out how convenient
and easy it is for one man to represent thac
area, with its community of interests and its
close proximity to polling places. There
should be no difficulty whalever in getting
a 100 per cent. poll in that area. How muel
more diffieult is it to get cven a 30 per cent.
poil in either Toodyay or Greenough ov
Irwin, owing to the vast areas and the dis-
tances from polling places. That is sone-
thing for agrieunltural vepresentalives to
complain about. Tn the Bill hronght down
by the present Leader of the Opposition
there seemed o be nothing unfair. For the
life of me I cannot see why people in that
compaet goldfields area should ask for the
sume representaion as people away up in the
Mt. Margavet, the Mt. Magnet, or the Alt.
Teonora electorates. These latter people ave
entitled to a great deal more representation
even than the people of the agriculturn!
areps, I venture to say there is not one
mentber on the cress benches who will not
support me on that point. 1 have a
zood deal of faith in the commission-
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ers under the existing Act, and for
my part am quite prepared to leave
such matters to them., All T am sorry fo¥
i~ that a Biil has to be broughi again to this
Chamber and perhaps torn to pieces by
members, just as the last one was, I think
the decvision of the commission should be
final and that we should stand or fall by it
I am wondering whether the I’remier has
any more faith in them to-day than be had
when the Leader of the Opposition intro-
duced the last Bill in 1922, [t is well worth
quoting what the Premier’s idea was at thal
time,

The Premier: There is a guod deal of dif-
ference in the present position.

Mr. LATHAM: Not wmuch difference.
The commission is to consist of a judge of
the Supreme Court, the Surveyor General
and the Chief Electoral Officer, unless, of
course, any of those gentlemen is away from
the State, or there is some other reasonable
excuse to appoint someone else in his place.
This is what the Premier, then Leader of
the Opposition, said in 1922—

The commission will be only a eamouflage
An office hoy could do it with the statistics.
What is there for the commission to do?

‘Fhe Premter: That is not a reflection on
the commission.

Mr. LATHAM: No. Still I am glad tc
Lear that the Premier has a zood deal more
faith in them to-day than he had at that
time. That interjection of his might have
been wade o o moment of anger.

The Minister for Works: There is nothins
in that statement expressing wani of confi-
dence in the commissioners,

Mr. LATHAM: The Premier asked what
was there for them to do, and added that
it was only a camouflage, snggesting that
the Bill was already loaded. We are not
suggesting that, except that we say the pro-
posed representation is unfair to the agri-
cultural distriets. The Minister for Justice,
who is an important man in the Ministry
to-day, said the commissioners wounld have
their instructions.  This will be found ir
“Hansard.” page 2767 of 1923. We are not
zoing to make those statements, suggesting
that. the commissioners will have their in-
struetions.

The Premier: What the Minister meant
wag, instroetions under the Aet. Please
do not infer anything else. There could be
no other instructions.

Mr, LATHAM: It is nice to know that.
After all, the Minister for Justice controls
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ure Chiel Electoral Oineer, and 1 hope §
msunueastood thut rewmark of his.

1ne Premier: Do youn suggest otherwise?

wa. LATHAM: What he said was thai
the commissioners would have their instruc-
tions,

‘The Premier: lustructions from the Act.
What else de you suggest?

Mr. LATHAM: I do not know jwhat il
waz the Minister for Justice snggested.

The Premier: Instructious from the Act.

Mr. LATHAM: A very good exeuse.

The Premier: Don’t say that,

AE LALIAM: We on this side bave o
great deal of contidence in the commis-
sloners and are prepured to teave it all Lo
themw, 1 am prepared Lo ask them to even
fix the bhoundanes., We would accept them
without seeing them, provided, of course, we
had better representation for the agricul-
unal areas. I believe in baving a repre-
sentative Government, But we cannot have
that on a one man one vote, one vote one
value prineiple. At all events we cannot
have it in a State like this, with its vast
areas, its seattered population, its great dis-
tances from the eapitnl, from the seat of
government. 1L will be impossible for us
1w have representative government under
those eonditions. There is not any member
who will not say that the people who go
out into the country farming, or mining,
or anything of the kind, are not better en-
titled te dirvect representation in Parliament
than ure the people of Perth. It is impas-
sible for those people in the outhack dis-
tricis to reach the heads of departments, to
met the var of politicians as frequently as
city peoplte do, and it is impossible for
them to keep their cyes on Parliamentarians,
as the c¢ity people can. Therefore they are
entitled to more consideration than are the
people in the city. 1 know that the pro-
visions of the Aet are all thai can be de-
sired. Tt is provided that the houndaries
are to be decided on the principles laid
down in the Aect, which are ecommunity of
interests, means of communication and
physicat features. That should he sufficient
safegnard for us. But the probability is
that. in passing the Rill as it stands, we are
not providing for those principles set down
in the Aet. If we pass the Bill as it is.
providing for the proposed representation
in the whole of the mining aveas and the
pastoral areas, I do not think we are going
to have that fair representation we ought
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to have; because we cannot possibly say
that the same means of communication
exist, and therefore it is overriding that
principle in the Aet. If we go into the ques-
tion of community of interests, the prob-
ability is that the pastoral areas are entitled
to the same representation as those in the
Yorth. Because, after all, the North and
the North-West are practically pastoral
gountries, and 50 are those outback mining
areas. I sometimes think we too frequently
diseuss the eity as aguinst the country. In
reality it is not that at all. Tt is a question
of the indusiries established in the country
districts, with their disadvantages, and the
industries and commereial life of the city.
The one i¢ fotally different from the other,
and it is so diffienlt for the people in the
counfry districts to co-operate with each
other to get the best form of government
for their advantage. T think we should not
differentiate, as we appear to do, hetween
those districts T have mentioned, namely,
Roulder, Kalgoorlie, Hannans, and Brown-
hill-Tvanhoe, and other distriets. Their dis-
tance is 375 miles from Perth, and when
we consider their compact area and eompare
them with Albany, 341 miles away, we can-
not sav honestly that the people of Kal-
eoorlic and Boulder are entitled to twice the
veprosentation of Albany. The means of
communieation are exactly the same and the
distance from the seat of government is
the same, but the arca is quite different.
The scaftered area of Albany should entitic
it to the same consideration as is given fto
the roldfields. If we were to follow out
that one man one vote, one vote one
valne principle, and asked the Federal
Parliament to adopt it, we would have
very different representation in  the
Senate from what we have to-day. The
six senators of Western Australia repre-
sent 210,940 electors, while the six
senators of New South Wales represent
1,329,080 electors. I do not think anybedy
would suggest that we should bring about
an alteration of that. T say the principle
that applies in the Commonwealth should
apply also in the varions electorates of this
State. T hope we shall not discuss the Bill
from that point of view. The probability
is that the Premier will permit ns to make
some more reasonable representation for the
people in the agricultural disfricts. The
people in the outer mining distriets also
are entitled to more representation than is
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proposed for them; Dbecause althongh we
sometimes speak of the disparity between
the representation of the electors of Men-
#tes and the clectors of Canning, I venture
to say that the people of Canning, if they
had no¢ direct representation at all in Par-
iiament, would still have more influence in
this Chamber than the people of Menzies
could have with their single member. For
the people of Canning are always in touch
with the heads of departments and members
of Parliament or other influential men, who
wonld find means of obtaining for those
people what they might want., Recently I
read a quotation from a speech by M.
(Hladstone whao, in diseussing a Bill for the
hetter representation in Parliament of the
people of Great Britain, said that if ghe
people of London had no representatives aL
all, they would still have more influence in
the Parliament of Great Britain than would
the people of Edinburgh if they had 25 re-
presentatives in that Parliament. The sawe
thing, of course, applies in this State. 1
hope we shall get amendments through Com-
mittee to adjust the anomalies in the Bili.
I am sorry the Government have not scon
lit to aceept the law as it was, but I say
candidly that the Bill before us to-day is
more than I expeeted, and so I propose {o
support the second reading, reserving the
right to amend the Bill in Committee with
a view to getting hetier representation for
the agricultural distriets.

ME. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [4.56]: I wili
support the second reading for the reason
that the Bill is a lot better than the exis-
ting position. But in doing so I intend to
carry out what I think my duty, net only
tn the people whom I represent but to the
people of the State, namely to eriticise the
Bill and to give reasons why the Bill should
have followed different limes. After the
last election I made eertain complaints in
the House in respect of the State rolls. T
intend again to stress those complaints to-
day and to show proof of the statements |
am going to make. At the last election T
made ecertain  very serious statements,
amonz whieh was this: At the time of the
clection T ascertained that on polling day
35 people eame to Tlowerin and found that
their names were not on the roll, while the
totn]l pumhber of votes recorded there was
180. At Wyalkatchem that was the ex-
perience of 50 persons, and the poll showed
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that 240 votes were cast, At Korrelocking
17 persons found they were not on the roll,
and 80 clecters voted. At Nembudding 17
persons found they were not un the rolls
and 17 other persons voted there. 1 con-
sulted the Chiet Flectoral Qfficer on this
point and stressed the fact that at sowe
time or other we would have a redistribu.
{iou of seats and that it was only right that
sonwe effort should be made to get the peo-
ple off the country districts on the voll. 1
also showed the WHouse that the Toodyay
subdivision of the Federal electorate of
Swun has wot quite Lhe same boundaries as
the State electorate.  Uenerally speaking.
it does follow the snme lines. [ estimatr
that there should be 500 nwee voters in the
Toodyay subdivison of the Swan Federal
electorate than ave on the State voll Bug
tu-day there are over 1,500 more on the
Federal rofl than on the State voll.  The
Federal roll shows 6,994 electors, while the
State roll shows 3,332,

The Minister for Mines:
daries the same?

Mr. LINDSAY: Thev are not quite the
spme, as [ have said. But | have studied
the two boundaries, and from my close
knowledge of the distriet T say there shonld
be A more clectors on the Federal voll
than on the State roll. I have heve the
latest subdivision of the Commonwenlti
roll. Tn the Toodvay subdivision I find thai
402 names have heen added. When T opf
thiz supplementary voll T find not one nf
them on the State roll.

The Premier: What is the difference be-
tween the dates of the two rolls?

Mr. LINDSAY: T chall explain that. T
admit, affer counting up the names, that 2
small number have been put on the State
roll—186—hut 402 have been put on the
Federal roll.

The Minister for Railways: One set of
fignres is up to Octoher, and fhe other set
up to June.

Mr. LINDSAY : T understood the Premicr
to sax that the fignres he presented were np
to the 24th Oectoher, so that the date should
coincide with the date of the Federal fizures.
There are 402 names on the Federal supple-
mentary roll and if they were all added
after the 30th June, then 186 is all that has
been added to the State roll. Ninetv-five
per cent. of the names on the Federal roll
for the Toodvav electorate are people in
towns or near post offices.  That surely

Are the howe-
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shiows there is something wrong with our
State roil. 1 was told that for the las
winte election a canvass was made of the
terawdton, Bunbury, Albany and central
poldrields districts, but no attempt was made
to get the people of the country distriets on
the roll. I said then, and 1 repeat now, thag
m my opinon al least 1,200 people in my
cleciorale are on the Iederal voll and mot
on the State roll. Consequently, before we
lave a redistribution of seals there should
be menn< to ascertain the exaet quotas.

The Premier: Do not you think that ob-
lains i every constitvency?

Mr, LINDSAY: In my electorate there i=
a great deal of new developwent, snd wany
settlers are not within 20 or 30 miles of a
-ust ollice. Those people rarely go to the
post ollice and have not opporlunities to get
tlelr names on the roll.  City people live
almost alongside the post olfices and they
are able to meet and discuss questions and
et their names on the roll.  Prior to the
last election ihere was an organised attempt
to get the peuple of the metropolitan area
enrolled, and I believe it was successful.
According to the figures presented by the
Premier there are 108,866 clectors in the
metropolitan aren and the population statis-
fics to the latest available date—the 3lst
December, 1927—show that the population
of the metropolitan avea was 191,791, con-
~isting of 95,138 females and 96,433 males.
Thus there are roughly 1,000 more males
than females in the metvopolitan area.

Hon. . Taxlor: What is wrong with
that?

Mr, LINDSAY: Of the 191,791 popula-
tion of the mefropolifan area, 108,866 arc
on the roll. Fvery member must agree when
T say that there must be a bigger percentage
of children in the metropolitan area than in
any other part of the State. Thonsands of
counkrr children are sent to Perth o be
edueated.

The Premier: Oh, no!

AMr. LINDSAY: T helieve that is so.

The Premier: Only a few hundred.

Mr. LINDSAY: There are hundreds and
prohably thonsands of married men work-
ing in the country districts and their
families are residing in Perth.

The Minister for Railwave: They are on
the Perth roll.

Mr; LINDSAY: Yes, hut T am dealing
with percentages, The popnlation of the
State is 392,292, econsisting of 211,628 males



1584

and 180,664 females. Thus there is a pre-
ponderance of males in the State of 30,964,
while the preponderance of males in the
metropolitan area is only about 1,000. That
goes {0 prove the accuracy of my statement.
The men are working in the country and a
bigger percentage of wowen and children
are living in ¢he ¢ity. Therefore, the metro-
politan area should not have a larger per-
centage enrolled than have the country dis-
triets, where there is a greafer pumber of
adults.  Following up that point, we find
that of the adult population of 191,791 in
the metropolitan area, 108,866 are enrolled.
In the country distriets, where therc are
200,501 adults, there are only 102,600 odd
on the roll. [I[n other words, the country
districts have a population greater by 8,701
people, but against that the number enrolled
is 6,281 less than in the metropolitan area.
That convinees me that people of the coun-
try districts are not enrolled in the same
proportion as arve those in the metropolifan
arvea. Thereforve, before any redistribution
of seals Bill is brought down, there should
he an organised attempt to secure the enrol-
ment of people in the scattered districts so
that there will be a fairer distribution of
seats than otherwise would be possible.

The Minister for Railways: There is a
hig proportion of foreigners in the couniry,
too. That would make a difference to your
ealeulation.

The Minister for Mines: If the mining
companies were loyal to Britain and Aus-
tralia, there would be another two repre-
sentatives of the goldfields,

The Minister for Railwavs: There must
be 8,000 or more foreigners in this State.

Mr. TINDSAY: The Bill will alter the
hasis of representation for the metropolitan
area and the goldfields, but it will leave the
agricultural area as before. While T admit
that the goldfields were 1he maling of
Western Australia, they have gradually de-
clined. Tt is the agricultural area that is
now providing the wealth on which a major-
ity of the pecople live. Therefore, instead
of seats taken from the goldfields area being
given to the metropolitan area, they should
have been given to the eountry. The Pre-
mier made a statement to the effect that the
agricultural areas, in comparison with the
central goldfields, were within easy distance
of the eity. T wish to show that that is not
correct.
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The Premier: Did I make that statement?
Mr, LINDSAY: I took it down at the
time. The Premier said the agrienltural
areas, in comparison with the central gold-
fields, were within easy distance of the city.

The Premier: Yes, some of them.

Mr, LINDSAY: Let me take my own
electorate that I know so well. Kalgoorlie
is 375 miles by train from Perth and it takes
17 hours 27 minutes to do the trip.

The Minister for Mines: Provided the
train is on time.

Mr. LINDSAY: If the Walgoorlie ex-
press canhot run on time—— .

The Minister for Railways: 1 do not think
we shall diseuss that.

Mr. LINDSAY : When the expross reaches
Kalgoorlie, there is only a shori distance to
traverse to reach the centre of at least five
goldfields electorates. My clectorate starts
just over the rangns, about 40 miles from
Perth, and there are five distinet lines ot
railway through my electorate. To get n
Take Brown by irain, a distance of 223
miles, while another 19 wmiles has been
built on to the end of it, takes 19 hours as
eompared with 16 hours 27 wminutes fto
travel to Kalgoorlic.

The Premier: But what about the motor
car?

Mr. LINDSAY: We are dealing witl
the question of vepresentation.” Tt would
be absolutely impossible for me to earry
out my daty to my constituents if T had
to traverse my electorate by train. On some
lines there are only two or three trains a
week, and T erould not afford to wait twn
or three days in one centre.

The Minister for Railways: This Bill
will prevent that, hecause there is no com-
mmnity of interest between Lake Brown and
Toodyay.

Mr. LINDSAY: The point is T have to
travel to Lake Brown. Leaving out Tood-
vay, I have still four other railways in my
electorate and T shall tell the Minister ail
about them if he will only give me a
rhance.

The Premier:
very safe seat.

Mr. LINDSAY: My seat may he safe
with no Bill at alt. The first of the other
four lines is to Toodvay, 96 miles from
Perth; the second to Nungarin 187 miles:
the third to Lake Brown, or rather Cam-
pion now, 242 miles, and the fourth to
Kulja, 187 miles. To the Kulja line has
to be added another 72 miles, making tha

This Bill will give vou a
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total distance 259 iviles, a journey that will
take 21' hours as compared with 17 hours
27 minutes to travel tuv Kalgoerlic. So [
maintain that my cieetorate is much harder
to represent than is any of the ecentral
goldficdds districts.

Mr, Griffiths: Pingelly is a worse ex-
ample beeause it takes 23 hours to get to
Kondinin.

Mr. LINDSAY: Although it is 187
miles to Kulja, it is guite impossible to
reach the far easlern portion of wny clec-
torate without making a journey of 401
miles by motor car. That is considerably
farther distant than any one of the central
goldfields electorates, It 45 my opinion that
this Rill should have provided for the cen-
tral goldfields electorates being placed on
the same footing as the agricultural seats.
Let us consider what connts for most in
the country districts. The electorate of
Subiaco has been mentioned. I have heard
the member for West Perth say that he
found nothing to talk about so far as his
electorate was converned, because the local
governing hody locked after the roads anid
the Education Department looked after the
schools and praciically nothing else re-
mained.

Mr. Richardson:
me say that.

Mr. LINDSAY: How about the repre-
sentative of an agricultural electorate? He
is the only man known to the people in the
back country. If a public meeting is called
in the back couniry, it receives no pub-
licity. The Perth newspapers do not re-
port it and assist the people in their agi:
tation. Tf anything bappens in the metro-
politan area, the Town Hall is engaged for
a meeting and cuite a big agitation is
ereated, and columns of the newspapers arc
devoted to the subjeet, which iz thus
hrought under the notice of every member
of Parliament. Tut we never read any-
thing ahout the needs of the peoples in the
eonntry districts. We are starting to build
p a nation; our people have gone out into
the virgin country where they want roads,
schools, hospitals und halls, and they want
the member for the distriet to assist them
to get sport and evervthing else going. I
help all T can.

The Premier: And give them contribn-
tions.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes. At this moment
T have in my pocket a letter asking for a
guinea towards the erection of a school.

You have never heard
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Hon. G. Taylor: You will send a couple
of guineas, I suppose.

Mr, LINDSAY: Those people are en
deavouring to raise money ¢o build a
school, as there are only nine children in
the neighbourhood. They have asked fov
a donation and they will get it because they
deserve it. City members have not th:
work to do that falls to the lot of agricul.
tural representatives. If a function takes
place at the weeck end 250 miles away, T
have to get intoe my motor car and trave

there. All the talking I do in this House
will not get me too many votes; they
are obtained by going amongzt the

people and saying “Good-day” ‘o then,
Speaking seriously, although T shall sup-
port the second reading of the Bill, T
do not think it is just in its ap-
plication to the agrieultural districts.
The quotient in the city should have heen
inereaced. Tn the Bill three shounld have bren
four, and the agrieultural areas leff as two.
I suggest that the central goldfields should
have the same quotient as the agrieultural
areas, and that the outer mining and pas-
toral areas should be on the 2,000 hasis.
Yilgarn and Kanowna are classed as mining
and pastoral. From what I have been in-
formed, it is doubiful if in the Kanowna
electorate there are 50 persons now working
in the mining industry.

The Premier: More than that.

Mr, Teesdale: Fifty-two.

Mr. Gnifiths: Fifty-one.

Mr. LINDSAY: I am not far out. No
doubt the member for Avon is quite correet.

The Minister for Railways: Tt would be
for the first time.

Mr. LINDSAY : I do not say that
Kanowna should be on the same basis as
other agricaltural areas. Tt econtains im-
mense tracts of eountry yet to be developed.
There is not a Jarge population there to-day,
but it will be large in a few years' time. It
would not be right to place it on the 4,100
figure, but it wowld be right to put it on the
2,000 figure. It is a misnomer to call it a
mining and pastoral area. It should be
placed in the category of an agrieultural
district, We represent the agriculiurists,
and it might give us a better chance of
winning the seat if that were done.

Hon. G. Taylor: That will not help you.

Mr. LINDSAY : I support the second
reading and hope the Bill will be carried.
Although it is mot as good as it might be,
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it will provide something hetter than we
now have.

_ MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [5.17]: 1 have
listened with a good deal of interest to the
remarks of the member for Toodyay. They
appeal particularly to me,

The Premier: Do not repeat them.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T do not want any
help from the Premier in making my speech.
The hon. member referred to the central
mining areas as heing comparatively un-
gettable. He quoted Lake Brown and
Kalkalling as presenting far greater diffieul-
ties in the way of access than a eentral
Inining constifuency, I interjected that the
member for Pingelly was worse off than the
member for Toodyay., T find that ¢he mem-
ber for Pingelly must spend five minutes
less than 23 hours to reach Kondinin from
Perth, although that place is a long way
inside it, whereas it takes only 16 hours 27
minutes to get to Kalgoorlie from Perth.

Mr. Marshail: It wonld take me the best
part of six days to reach the neavest boun-
dary of my clectorate, and T am not growl-
ing.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The hon. member is
not in the Central Goldficlds area.

Mr. Wilsen: I am worse off than you are.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : The member who
represents Pingelly or Beverley or York or
Avon or Toodyay has not only a train
Journey to undertake, but he must visit the
vutlying eentres, To do that would take him
almest as long as will the train Jjourney.
The member for Toodyay peinted out that
there shauld be some reduction in the num-
bers for the agricultural arcas, certainly
more s0 than in the case of the city. Tn the
metrepolitan area members have easy aceess
to heads of departmenis and to Ministers.
That is quite plain. On the oceasion of the
Inst elections, T went carefully through my
rolle. T had no assistance from the Electoral
Department, bheyond the courtesy extended
to me by Mr. Gregory, the head of the de-
partment in my electorate. By my own
efforts 1 put on something like 1,500 names.
1 did this hy asking people if they were on
the rofl, riving them cards, and inducing
them to sign them. 1 veally had to aet as
in electoral offieer.

Hon, Sir Jaines Mitcheli: We ought to
enforée the eompulsory provisions of the Aet,

Mr. GRIFFITHS : When the Bill, of
which the Leader of the Opposition was the
oviginator. was before the Honse, there was
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a great outery from various members as to
the necessity for bringing the rolls up to
date. Mr. Angwin, for instance, fook the
Premier severcly to task beeause .the rolls
had not heen brought up to date. He quoted
the North-Fast Fremantle electorate, in con-
neetion with which he had himself put be-
tween 1,200 and 1,300 names on the roll. He
said that the rolls had been to & certain ex-
tent purified, but no attempt had been me.de
to put names on them, The figures given by
the member for Toodyay are illuminating.
They show that there are many people in
the State who should be on the roll hut- whose
names are not there. A comparison between
the Commonwealth rolls and those for the
Avon district show figures almost as dispro-
porfionate as they are in the case of the
Toodyay electorate. Before this measure is
handed over to the commission for the ailo-
cation of the boundaries, every possible
effort should be made to put eligible electors
on the roll.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The compulsory
provisions of the Act should be enforeed.

Mr. GRIFFITIIS: The rolls should be
hraught up to date hefore the elections,

The Minister for Railways: We will do
thut to-morrow.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We did not do
it, and you have not dope it.

The Premier: We will do it to-morrow.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: A good point has been
made by the Leader of the Opposition and
the Minister for Railways. There are hun-
dreds of people eligible to go on the roll. In
my electorate changes are constantly oecur-
ring and there are hundreds of people who
are not enrolled. I have been recently in the
Yorkrakine and Tammin districts and met
gumite a number of men who were not on the
roll. I told them they were liable to be fined
if they did not put their names on the roll,
and I have sent cards to many of them. At
the race meetings people have asked me
about getting on the roll. Even at a gatber-
mg of that sort one meets numbers of such
people. Many men I have known in Perth
have gone into my electorate, but they are
net on the roil. There are also numbers of
new arrivals from the other States who are
in the same position. T find the same kind
of thing in existence all over my electorate.
There is a big increase in the population
of the Avon electorate, and many new arens
are being opened up, such as North and
South Bodallin, Noongar, and North-East
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Westonia, Several new settlers bave gone
out there. No attempt has been nade to get
them enrolled, except what 1 myself have
done, by warning them of the danger of
Leing fined if they do not get on the roll
T know there are wwany discrepancies in
the country districts. 1 hope, when the Bill
is in Committee, something more in aecord-
ance with fair play will he done for (ho
agrieultural distriets. I do not think any-
thing like the eorrect number of people in
those districts has been put on the roll. Oune
of the first dutics of the Government hefore
. instrueting the members of the ecmmission
to carry out their task, is {o bring the rolls
up to date. The Bill is long overdue. It
“wounld be impossible fo continue as we have
been doing, when we find such disparities
in the electorates as 270 electors, 416, 575,
848, and the big jump to 18,762. It is time
something was done to adjust those anom-
alies. In the “Bulletin” it was pointed out
recently thai the position in Western Aus-
tralia was very much the same as was the
case in 0ld Sarwn. 1t was pointed out that
nany of the constituencies in the State were
on the same fareical footing as Old Sarum,
which, without any +voters, returned two
members. The position has been plainly set
forth by the member for Toodyay. His re-
marks apply with equal force to Avon, The
rolls must be brought up to date se that
there may be a proper allecation of the dis-
tricts, otherwise in two or three years' time
we shall be just as badly off as we are to-
day. T support the seeond reading.

MR. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [3.27]):
I do not know that the Bill calls for a
lengthy speech. Although it may not be all
that we desire, I intend to support it. I
would not have spoken had it not been that
I feel metropolitan members must express
their views towards a redistribution of seats,
Naturally those who represent agricultural
areas desire greater representation than they
have to-day. 1t may be some palliation for
their feelings when 1 say that the agrienl-
tural distriets represent more than one-third
of the total numher of members in the
House. Whilst T eould have hoped that the
metropolitan area would he divided info
smaller distriets, becanse it is rather a
tragedy that there are so many people in
the metropolitan avea, the great disparity
in numbers lends itself to a division such as
the Bill is caleulated to give.
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The Premier: The agricultural districs
represent two-fifths. You said the represen-
tation was over onc third,

Mr. RICHARDSON: That is so. It
would really be better for this State if in
the metropolitan area there were not more
than 70,000 or 80,000 electors, the remainder
of the people being out in the country pro-
diicing wealth.

Hon. G. Taylor: All the Australian cap-
itals are in the same position.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes. Whilst that
15 50 we must bring down a measure that is
caleulated to provide a representation as
nearly as possible equal in the matter of
area and population. While there is a good
deal to be said in connection with the inner
goldfields constituencies and their represen-
tation as provided for in the Bill, still, as
the Premier suggested, in all probabilidy it
will be the desire of the Elecioral Commis-
sioners to extend the houndaries of those
electorates and make them rather larger in
area than they are to-day. If that is so, we
must again look to the future and see that
those parts of the State are properly pro-
vided for. As the Government are dealing
with electoral matters, T would like to sec
them go further and, in addition to having
eompulsory enrolment, to legislate for com-
pulsory voting as well.

Hon. G. Taylor: We have compulsory en-
rolment now.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes, but T want the
principle of compulsory voting to be intro-
duced as well. To-day we can see the dif-
ference between the conduct of Federal elec-
tions and those conducted by the State, If
we had compulsory voting as well, it would
save a good deal of trouble. Tt would ensure
the people exercising the franchise in greater
numhers than they do to-day. T hope the
Government will deal with that matter at
nn eariv stage. 1 have nothing more to add
hevond saving that T shall support the
seennd reading of the Rill

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [5.32]: T agrec
in common with other hon. memhers, that
the Bill is long overdne. Ever since T have
heen a member of Parliament it has heen
the nim of the Country Party to secure a
redistribution of seats. I do not know that
I am partienlarly keen on the Bill, hecanse
it is not altngether to my liking.

Mr. Sleeman: What is wrong with it*

Mr. BROWN: T shall telf the hon. mem-
ber in dne course, In the measure introduced
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by the Leader of the Oppesition, the agri-
eultural districts would have had 24 seats,
whereas in the Bill before us the country
electorates will remain at 21, as at present.
[t is a matter of common knowledge that
throughout the couniry districts there is
much virgin country similar to that which,
Cour or five years ago, we didl not eonsider
wonld be settled. Those areas are being
settled rapidly now. 1 regret that the Yil-
garn electorate has heen placed in the min-
ing and pastoral gronp. How much mining
is heing done in the Yilgarn electorate now,
and how manxy men are heing emploved in
connection with those operations? I have
no hesitation in saving that therve are very
few indeed, and there are not likely to he
any more, hecanse mining is exhansted in
that area.

My, Sleeman: That applies fo other arens
as well.

Mr. BROWN: Then there is the Kanowna
eleciorate, There is not much mining car-
ried on south of Kalgoorlie, aud the
Kanowna ¢lectorate runs along the Esper-
ance line. There are extenzive agricultural
operations being carrvied out in that area.
The clectorates I have referred to will carry
many more than 2,000 electors. In Yil-
garn there will be between 5,000 and 6,000
people in the near futnre. The area cov-
ered by the 3,000 farms scheme is situated in
that particular loeality, At present the
Yilgarn electorate extends from Bullfinch to
Ravensthorpe. That is a very considerable
area, and it is one that it is impossible for
a single member to work. T would like to
see 1 new clectorate created in that part
of the State. If that were done, community
of interest could be taken into acconnt. In
my opinion the Pingelly electorate is badly
formed. Tt is about 27 miles wide and 140
miles long. Some people might regard that
as an casy electorate to work, but T ecan
assure hon. members it is not. If I were
to 2o to Kondinin by 1ail, it would take me
three days to get back again. It is a small
electorate with just over 3,000 named on the
roll. Compare the Pingelly electorate with
the Cannine electorate in the metropolitan
area. Canning has 18762 electors on the
roll. T know which electorate T wonld prefer
to work. T would choose Canning withont
hesitntion. There are tramwav facilities,
telephones, and so on, and one can traverse
the whole of the clectorate in half a day.
According to the provisions of the Bill, the
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Canning clectorate will be entitled to three
members. In my opinion two members
could easily cope with the work required
in, such an area, yet, with a yuota of 6,400,
the Canning electorate will be entitled to
three members.

Mr, Sleeman: But those members will re-
present electors, not gheep!

Mr. BROWN: Some people believe in the
principle of one-man one-vote. If a Bill
were introduced and its provisions were on
a population basis, it would be unfair to
the eountry districts. In my opinion the
Government are not sineere, and do not |
practise what they preach, The Premier
said that the four northern electorates
should he left as they are at present, be-
canse of the enormous territory they cover.
If the Government believe in that prineiple,
then the agricultural districts should receive
wreater representation than is provided for
in the Bill. Should the Bill become law,
there is not the slightest doubt that if there
is a change of Government, a further re-
distribution of seats will he made, and it
will bhe earried out on a more equitable
basis than that proposed hy the Govern-
ment. The pocket horoughs that have been
allowed to exist on the goldfields are a
disgrace to the State. When we eonsider the
differcnce bhetween a seat containing 270
electors and a seat with 18,762 electors,
members must apprecinte the disgraceful
siate of affairs.

Mr, Sleeman: A little while ago you were
talkine about miles, not people.

Mr BROWN: Does the hon member con-
sider an electorate with 270 votes, is a fair
thing ?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, he does!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member fov
Pingelly must address the Chair.

Mr. BROWN: In common with other
hon. members, 1 consider the Bill represents
an improvement on the present conditions,
but when we consider that provision is made
for 17 metropolitan members and =till only
21 members for the agricultural areas, T
can hardly accept any such suggestion as
representing a fair or eqnitable electoral
gllocation. At present the electorate of
Maore has 3,201 voters on the roll. There
is not the slightest doubt that there are
many more people in that electorate who
should be on the roll. Then again there is
Toodvay with 5,332 on the roll. which is
1,332 over its quotz. Northam has 3,392
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electors, which is (08 under its quota. It
a portion of Toodyay were added to the
Northam electorate, it would improve that
position. Then York has 4,703 electors,
which is 703 over the guota. Beverley has
2,461 eleciors, which s considerably under
the quota. I am satisfied that there arc more
people in the Beverley electorate than theve
are on the roll at present,

Hon, Sir James Mitebell: While there are
always some goinz on, there nre always
some to go off.

Mr. BROWN: Yes, but with the young
people coming of age, there should be many
additional names placed on that woll. It
the Beverley clectorate were to include por-
tien of the York constituency, together with
portions of the Pingelly and Narrogin elec-
torates, an adjustment conld easily be made
That, however, is not my argument. I eon-
tend that the agrienltural districts wifl not
secure fair representation under the pro-
visions of the Bill, and particularly does
that apply to the newer agricultural dis-
tricts, such as Yilgarn. T would like to sec
community of interest taken more into nec-
count, and there is nome in the Beverley,
Pingelly and Narrogin electorates.  The
prneipal towns in those electorntes are
along the Great Southern railway, and nat-
urally the grenier proportion of the elec-
tors are in thoze towns. The Williams-Nar-
rogin electorate has 4,700 cleetors. I have
not the exact figures at my disposal, but T
am sure that the greater proportion of those
people are resident in the town of Narrogin
itself. That is hardly fair. If we comlq
have a new electorate that would comprise
portions of the Pingelly, Beverley and Nar-
rogin electorates, it would be in the interests
of the country. We are looking forward to
a great influx of farmers who will take up
holdings in this Slate, The oniy land we
have available is virgin country, particularly
where the 3,000 farms ave (o be locatedl.
Hon. members know cxactly where that aren
18

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There are 3,000
people wanting those farms and eannot gef
thera.

Mr. BROVWN: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion knows we have the couniry for those
people.

tlon. Sir James Mitcheli: But 3.000 ean-
not. get blocks.

Mr. BROWN:

survey all that land ot once,

The Government cannot
Tt will take
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some iime before the people can be settled
If those 3,000 farms are available for sei-
tlers, what will be the resnlt? On an average
farm of from 1,000 to 1,500 acres, how many
people arc employed? 1 take it that the
average will be nothing less than two. If
the farmer is a hachelor, he will have at
least one other man to help bim; if be is
u married man there may be three or four
vales on the farm. Caleulated on that basis,
it is quite possible that we shall have be-
tween 6,000 and 7.000 additional voters
when that seheme i in operation.  The
greater proportion of the farms alfected will
be in the Yilgarn electorate, yet, accoril-

ing to the electoral Lgures, Yilgarn to-day

has only 1,346 names on the roll. The elec-
torates of Yilgarn and Kanowna will in the
future contain many nove electors {han
their quntas, Ln that event, the work that
will be entailed in those two electorales will
be too much for a single member. [t would
be much begler if we conld have another
electorate in that aren. What do the Gov-
ernment intend to do?

The Minister for Mines: The commnission-
ers will decide that, not the Governent.

Mr. BROWN: 1s the roatter to be left
entirely in the hands of the commissinners?

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Mr, BROWN: 1If that is so, I do net
know that I have much objection to offer
to the Bill

Mr. Lambert: A lot of the farms you refer
to will be in the southern cnd of the Coanl-
cardie electorate. '

Mr. BROWN: Bui the Coolgardie elec-
torate will be wiped out.

Mr. Lamhert: You will be wiped out be-
fore the Coolgardie clectorate is done away
with, At any rate, what you suggest does
not necessarily follow. In fact, you are
barking up the wrong free.

Mr. BROWN: A great deal will depend
upon the powers delegated to the commis-
sioners. Tf uneonditional powers arve given
to the commissioners I will not have any
objeetion, becanse thev will decide these
matters for themselves, In the Bill, how-
ever, there is provision for additional =eats
in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Sleeman: But who will fix the bound.
aries?

Mr. BROWN: T do not know how they
will be fixed in the metropolitan area, Take
the Leederville electorate, for instance. Tt
would he easy fo divide it into two.
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But when we come to the Canning electo-
rate, with its 18,000 voters, if we earry out
the provisions of the Bill we shall have to
cut that electorate into three. It is mnot in
the best interests of the Stale that that
should be done.  Surely the Government
know where these divided electorates will be,

The Minister for Railways: The Com-
misston will do that.

The Premier: A lot of people would like
to know.

Mr. BROWN: I have no doubt in my
mind that the Government know pretty well
where they are going to be. They are not
going to be in ithe country, that's certain,
They will be where the Government will be
sure of having supporters. .

Mr, Panton: I will tell you after dinner
where they are.

Mr. BROWN: Menzies will have a pretiy
good go with 260 electors, and I must say,
while referring to Menzies, that T admive
their member.

The Premier: Wise people, those 260.

Mr. BROWN: There muost be very little
to do in an electorate like that.

Mr. Panton: Don’t be hard!

Mr. BROWN: TIn the older established
agricultnral distriets the population is not
likely to increase. York has more than
its quota beeause it has two large towns in
its electorate. In Pingelly and Beverley the
population will not inerease, Around Pin-
geliv cvery acre has been taken up and if
thnt be the case, there is no possibility of
an inerease in population. .

Mr. Lamberi: What is preventing York
from increasing?

Mr. BROWN:

Mr. Lambert:
old,

Ar. BROWN: In these older distriets tha
tendency is for one man who is pretty well-
to-do to buy out another. Tnstead of holding
farms of 1,000 acres, there are many whe
have properties of 3,000 and 4,000 acres.

Mr. Lambert: Ts there no natural inerease
in those places?

Mr. BROWN:  The natural increase 1s
not very biz. A number of the children who
leave school every wyear dao not remain in
the country: they go to Perth and nther
eities. That accounts to snme extent for the
population fignres remaining fairty station-
ary.

It is a very old distriet.
And the people are very
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The Premier: Have you lefi the Pingelly
distriet 9

Mr. BROWN: No, certainly not. I do
not know whether the Government regaril
this as a joke. 1t is possible that they will
get a big surprise when the numbers go up.

The Minister for Railways: There is no
opposition so far.

Mr, Teesdale: The member for Pingelly
15 referring to the clections.

Mr. BROWN: The Bill is not to my
liking. If I had the framing of it 1 think
I could make a better job of it. It would
certainly be a more equitable Bill. The eom-
mission will take notice of the way in which
the measure is dealt with. I am not satis-
fied with the Bill, but it is an improvement
on what we have at the present fime. The
country is erying out for a redistribution,
but at the same time I know there will be
keen disappointment in some electorates,
and especially will that be so in the easterr
part of my electorate. There is not that
community of interest in the eastern dis-
tricts that there is in the western part. It
is absurd for the Government to think that
Yilgarn will be left as it is at the presenti
time. Tt is also absurd that it should be
called a mining area. It is absurd to eall
Yilgarn and Kanowna mining areas or pas-
toral areas; they are not going to be either.
They are going to be agricultural. 1 cannot
make anything else of them. They are to
be piven a quota of 2,000. Nobody will tell
me that that is equitable. That is one of
the objections I have to the Bill and it is one
of my disappointments. At the same iime
half a loaf is better than no loaf at all, and
perhaps it is just as well for us to accept
the Bill as it is.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [5.52]: In 1911
the Government of the day brought in a
Bill o adjust the houndaries. I have 3 lively
recollectinon of the ocecasion; it eaused a
arent deal of trouble at the time. The Bill
was forced through the Lower Chamber in
the small hours of the morning and it was
eventually passed by another place. That
was 17 years ago. I have a reeollection, too,
that last session the Premier definitely said
on the foor of the House that hefore the
end of the present Parliament he would in-
troduce a measure that would be a greater
advantage to the State so far as the elee-
toral boundaries were concerned. Conse-
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quently it was with great interest that 1
listened to the Premier when he introdnced
the Bill

The Premier: Did you ever hear a man
lalking of suicide as I did then?

My, STUBBS: 1| am coming to that.
When introducing the Bill the Preinier said
it should have heen introduced long ago, or
words to that effect. It is proposed that
the representntion of the metropolian area
should be inereased by five seais. T am
satisfied that that number of new ennstitn-
encies will be ereated under the Biil, Bni
for this, the Premier would undonbtedly he
committing lhara kirvi. If T understand the
Bill carrectly, the Giovernment will loge a
few goldields seats and unless they win
a certain number to enunteract that loss,
they will undoubtedly be committing politi-
cal suicide.

The Premier: Cannot the hou. wmember
understand that the Government are really
dning something thev believe to be fair?

Mr. STUBBS: [ give credit where ¢redit
is due. The Bill is long overdue and should
have been infrodueed hy the previous Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Lathain: Should have been passed.

Abr. STUBBS: Yes. As a unit of this
Chamber, 1 give the Mremier and his Gov-
ernment every credit for their honesty of
purpose in introducing the Bill. T helieva
it is a sincere attempt to create houndaries
different from thuese that have been in ex-
istence for the last 17 years. All the
speakers on this side of the House have
concluded their remarks by deelaring their
intention to sapport the Bill. 1, too, desire
to say that I shall support the Bill, al-
though it does scem extraordinary to hear
it said that the brains of ocne man in a
mining distriet are cimal {o the brains of
two men in the metropolitan area.

The Premier: TPardon me, two in the
agrienitural and three in the metropolitan.

Mr, STUBBS: Anyone who has studied
the map of Western Australia will agree
that it is extremely difficult for one man to
adjust houndaries without creating anom-
alies. I believe that the Goverament are
honestly attempting to adjust the boundar-
tes, and therefore T intend to support the
Bill.

MR. LAMBERT (Caolgardie} [5.56]:
Everyone admits that a rearrangement of
the houndaries in this State is necessary,
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s0 as to give better representation to the
citizens of the State. All the same, 1 am
not too enthnsiastic about the Bill,

Mr. Stubbs: Hara kiri.

Mr. Davy: It is munrder so far as yon
are conecerned.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is far from murder.
1 huve in view the rearrangement as it was
arrived at by the previous Commissioners.
But it has always appeared to me that the
cities throughout Awstralia are over-repre-
sented.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. LAMBERT: The people who shoulil
be represented at the seat of government
and from every possible nspect, whether it
be domestie, parochial or national, are
those who go to the eutlying parts of the
State to help develop it, not the city dwel-
ler. T believe the Governmeni will be justi-
fied in bringing in a Bill to provide for one
member, say, within a radius of five wmiles
of a seat of government. I say that be-
cause every member in the House represents
the State. We, as country members, are
called upon to deal with almost every ques-
tion which 1s incidental to and of import-
ance also to the capital city. We deal with
railways, tramways, mefropolitan water sup-
plv, and almost every activity associated
with the economie and industrial life of the
counlry. For that reason, I consider the
capital city wonld be well represented if i
had one member to represent a rading of
five miles from the centre of the seat of
government.

The Minister for Works:
sense !

Mr. LAMBERT: The member for South
Fremantle says, “What nonsense”  Of
course he savs that. I have not the slightest
doubt that he and many other c¢ity members
helieve they should have a quota—-—

The Minister for Works: T am not a city
member.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister is a semi-
city member,

The Minister for Works: [ represent a
district further from the city than are the
districts of some country members,

Mr. LAMBERT: Poszibly the hon. gen-
tleman is imboed

The Minister for Works:
fair play.

Mr. LAMBERT: No; with the citv as-
pect. Tt is compgratively easy for a ecity

What non-

With a little
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member to represent 3,000 or 10,000 or
20,000 people. Take the case of the mem-
ber for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale). I would
much rather represent the 18,000 cleetors
within the boundaries of Canuing than re-
present ome of the North-West seats, for
instance, or one of the outer goldfields seats
with a few hundred electors. The represcu-
lation of such a seat as Canning is infinitely
casier. People speak of the amount of cor-
respondence and work invoived, but the
whole of the work that is done by a city
member is by way of personal interviews
ab Parliament House. In fact, city constitu-
ents interview me every day of every week,
and every week in every year, either in con-
nection with work or some other matter that
concerns them, I do not know that any eity
member is called wpon o deal with matters
affeeting Gascoyne, or Wimberley, or Cool-
gardie, or Roebowmrne, or the Murchison.
Not one city member wastes a moment's
time cither on questions affecting those elee-
torates or on matters of a personal or paro-
chial nature arising out of them. But we
are called upon every day of the week to
deal with questions affecting them either one
way or the other. For that reason I contend
that if Parliament wishes to arrive at a
reasonable hasis of representation, a basis
on something like seientific lines, a basis
that wonld ecommend itself to people pos-
sessing common sense, Parliament would say
that every member of this Chamber in the
first instance represents the capital eity.
Beeause of the tendency of people to rush
inte the ecity, as instanced by the member
for Pingelly (Mr. Brown}, one representa-
tive would be quite sufficient for the electors
within a five-mile radins of the seat of Gov-
ernment.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is right; that is
the stuff to give them.

Mr, LAMBERT: That is my belief.
While T commend the Government for their
sincere desire to readjust boundaries on
equitable lines, I still stoutly and strongly
disagree with the manner in which they are
altempting that task. While T shall form-
allv vote for the second reading of the Bill,
in the hope that when the houndaries have
hoen readjusted the report of the commis-
sioners may he such as will commend itself
to me, I consider that we should have some
attempt made to solve the bigger and
hroader problems of representation, and to
regist the inecessant demand of the capital
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cities of Australia to dominate the Parlia-
ments of Australia. In every Australian
capital the influenee of the city members
dominates the Parliament.

The Premier: It is not so much the eity
members, It is the faet that all members
reside in the eity and are influenced by the
city envirenment.

Mr. LAMBERT: And by the Press of
the ecity.

The Premier: I would not say that.

AMr. LAMBERT : Undoubtedly it is a big
reazon.  The people who to-day are helping
to fushion the future of Australia as a na-
tion saw fit to spend numerous millions upon
a capital city away from the influences of
the old capitals.

The Premier: Thai was against the in-
Nluence of the Press, you know.

Mr. LAMBERT: The influence of ithe
Melbourne Press.

Member: Also that of the Press of West-
ern Australia.

Mr. LAMBERT: Let us admit that for
a moment. I do not know that we have any
ereat fault to find with the influence of the
metropolitan Press. But every requirement
is paraded for publie view through the
Press cvery morning of the week.

The Premier: Is not that a requirement
for the whole State?

Mr. LAMBERT: 'True, but every day
there are proceeding active governmental
functions with which we, if we take a paro-
chial standpoint, have no coneern whatever.

The Minister for Works: We tfake a
bigger outlook, perhaps.

Mr. LAMBERT: No. Upon Parliament
as constituted to-day, there is imposed the
necegsity of assisting to control such things
as the Minister for Agrieultural Water
Supplies has under his care.

The Minister for Works: We control
water supplies all over the State, and even
at Coolgardie.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is true in a much
less degree.

Mr. Stubbs: The Eastern States control
sneh things hy means of boards.

The Premier: Governmental aclivities are
more manifest in the country than in the
eity.

Mr. LAMBERT: I strongly disagree with
the Premier, In the city there are tram-
ways, water snpplies, and electric light and
power—things with which, from a parochial
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boint of view, the outlying electorates of the
State are not concerned at all. However, if
I may be permitied to make my speech the
Minister for Works can remain the poa-
sessor of his own high-flown ideas upon sub-
Jects of this description. The Bill is a pass-
able and reasonably decent attempt to give
better representation to the people of the
State. I am prepared to fght both inside
and outside this Chamber to see thai tha
outlying districts, and particularly the dis.
trict I represent, are not overburdened with
territory. © With the development that is
going on, I have quite envugh acreage io
travel over and look after. Drawing the

fairest comparison possible, T say that I .

carry out just as many duties and do just
as much work as many members represent-
ing electorates with five or six times the
population of mine. Certainly I would
gladly exchange my electoratz for some
electorate nearer the seat of government.

Mr. Lindsay: Even Canning.

Mr. LAMBERT: No, not Katanning.

Mr. Lindsay: T said Canning,

Mr. LAMBERT: T thought the hon.
member said Katanning, and I am about as
popular in Katanning as the Premier is
popular with the member for Katanning.
I'rom that may bhe gavged my popularity in
the electorate in question. I do not know
that at this stage I need say anything more.
My great hope is that if the Bill becomes
law and the function of ve-arranging boun-
daries is remitted to a commission, the redis-
tribution will be on such lines as will com-
mend themselves to members generally and
will be equitable to every vortion of the
State, and particularly to that portion which
js now the most important—I refer te the
outlying portion,

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [6.13]: I view
this measure in quite a different light frowm
that in which it appears to the previous
speaker. My idea of Parliament is not in.
Austries, or ecities, or strips of land to be
represented, but the people to be repre-
sented. The whole scheme of Parliamentary
government is designed to give expression in
Parliament to the views of the majority of
the people.

The Premier: That is the only thing.

Mr. DAVY: That being so, I eannot for
the life of me see how it is possible to ob-
tain any lozical or equitable system of elee
toral districts that is not based on the scheme
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of one vote one value and adult suffrage.
Insofar as the Bill cannot by some logical
process be brought into line with that prin-
ciple, it is a bad Bill. However, 1 think it
can be brought into line. After all, when
we talk of one vote one value, the idea is
that everybody shall get equal representa-
tion in Parliament. That is the broad prin-
ciple. One vote one value is merely a piece
of machinery for achieving that principle,
One vote oue value would not, in faet, get
equal representation of everybody, because
other fuctors would prevent some persons’
one vote giving them the same representa-
tion as the one vote of other persons. The
on¢ vote of a man living in Kimberley cer-
tainly could not achieve for him ihe same
representation as the one vote of a man
living in West Perth.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

AMr, DAVY: The member for Coolgardie,
to my mind, in arviving at the views he ex-
pressed concentrated his attention on the in-
terests of members of Parliament, not on
the interests of the constituents whom they
represent. He laid stress on the great
amount of work entailed by the representa-
tion of those in outback constituencies, and
he claimed that a great deal of running
about had to be done by a member of Par-
Hament such as bimself. He certainly gave
me the impression that he would appear to
be poaching on the preserves of other mem-
bers, which does not scem to me to be quite
in order.

Mr. Wilson: In what direction?

My, DAVY: In the direction that he ap-
pears to be ready to try to forward the in-
terests——

The Premier: The interests of members,

Mr. DAVY: No, of constituents whose in-
terests ought to be forwarded by other mem-
beras.

The Minister for Justice: He should know
the gentle art of pushing people back,

Mr. DAVY : T think he does. But he leads
us to bhelieve that he finds jobs and acquires
information on hehalf of eonstifuents of
most of the metropolitan members. Tt is
very miece of him. But personally T would
prefer that when one of my constituents
goes to him with a legitimate request he
would refer that constituent to me.

Mr. Panton: But none of your constitu.
ents iz ever looking for a job.
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Mr. DAVY : Don't worry. The hon. memn-
ber is quite wrong. I am very sorry to say
that quite a number of wy constituents are
looking for jobs; in fact I do not know of
any member who has not at the present time
some of his constitments looking for jobs
It is one of the saddest things we have to
face.

Mr. Lindsay: But surely it is not the job
of a member of Parliament to find work for
his constituenis.

Mr. DAVY: I do not think it is. The real
job of a member of Parliament is here, in
Parliament, vepresenting the views he has
heen clected to express. There is a sub-
sidiary job that has grown up, and some
members, 1 thiuk, have encouraged its de-
velopment. 1 have heard that there have
been members of the House who would act
as a sort of purchasers for all their constifu-
ents, who would even be prepared to buy a
pair of boots, or some intimate article of
wear for their lady constituents. In fact
there is nothing they would not do. That is
not our job. If an hon. member chooses to
do it, of conrse it iz quite all right. Fach
member must be the judge of just how far
his job extends. Bnt we can draw definite
lines between the two jobs, namely, Parlia-
mentary representation, and fhat other legit-
imate job of making representations to de-
pariments and that type of work that we
are called npon to do. But, after all, that is
a subsidiary matter, and to make a difference
between the voting capacity of citizens in
various parts of the State from the point
of view of the convenience of the man who
represents them, seems to me to be quite
wrong., Therefore we come back to the
position that, as we want cvery citizen to
have equal representalion, it is necessary to
justify an apparent departure frown that
by saying that owing to estra distance from
the capital, or something of the sort, we
must have fewer people represented by one
member in some parts of the State than in
others. I think a fair case can be made out
for having a very much fewer number of
eonstituents in a place like Kimbevley than
in, say, Perth, bhut by what logical process
the proportion can be decided I do not
know. ¥or do I think the Premier himself
is prepared to defend this Bill on a process
of logical reasoning. Tt cannot be done
Clearly it is 2 matter of opinion. But T do
say that the arguments advanced in this
House in favour of a greater representation
for, let us say, primary producing constitu-
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encies than for metropolitan constifuencies,
de not convinee me at all. It is of
no muse a man hoping to convinee
me wlen he says the primary pro-
ducer, the farmer, has twice the capaecity
for using his brains that the man in the eity
has.

Hon. Sir James Alitchell:
can be proved.

Mr, DAVY: 1 do not think there is any
sueh proof. With the greatest possible re-
spect for those members who sit on the
eross benches, and who all represent farm
ing constitnencies, I do not think they them-
selves wonld ¢laim that they are fwice s
able—

Mr. Latham:
it.

Mr, DAYVY:; No, and T wigh to say T do
uot think they would suggest such a thing.
Ti is admitted, of course evervhody admits.
that in Western Australia the source of all
our wealth and happiness is the primary
producer. ‘That i» true. Tut the vest of
the community has a considerable’ import-
ance. | would ask those memhers who do
represent primary producing constitnencies
hot to lose sight «f that. IF I may be per-
mitted T should like to draw an analogy
—not a very accurate one, but one which
appears to cover (he position well enough
for an illustration in an argnment of thix
Rind. Let us say the primary producer is
the reservoir, the dam, and that the rest of
us are the pipes that lead the precious fluid
in the dam to the people who want it. We
may get rust in the pipes. Undonbtedly
we have a certain amount of rust. Or we
may get too many pipes leading from the
sourec of supply. But the pipes are just
as important to the people to he suppli-d
as is the dum with the water in it.

He has; it

We have never suggestord

Mr. Latham: Very often there isx a lot
of friction when water passes thraugh a
pipe.

The Premier: Yes. And also the dam
may leak,

Mr. DAVY: T2 for “friction” we sub-

stitute the word "waste,” it may be said
that we get waste in the process of helping
the fnrmers to punt their products on the
market. But nevertheless the eity man i«
neeessary.  We must have even lawveis in
. community.

My, Lathanr:
them.

Mr. DAVY: No, vou eannot.
have even lmwvers.

Ol, we ean do withont

You muat
You might wipe ont
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racecourses and picture palaces, but even
those, 1 think, are necessary. It is diffieult
to point to any person definitely engaged
in o legitimate activily in Western Aus
tralia who is not playing his part in the
whole, and who is not in essence just as
important as the farmer.

The Premier: Ilear, hear!

Mr. DAVY: Cut out the rest of ug, and
what does the farmer do in most eases? In
Weslern Australia the farmer would im-
mediately starve, hecanuse he cannot live on
his land.

Mr. Latham: Hn would live longer than
would the man in the eity without him.

Mr. DAVY: That is so. I do not want
the hon. member fo think T am putting for.
ward an argument of hostility towards the
farmer.

My, Lindsay:
plained that.

The Premier: Other people are neces-
sary, as well as the farmer,

Mr. DAVY: Of course so, particularly
in Western Australia. Tn many cases uu-
fortunately the farmer is the one live man.
He cultivates his land, lives on tinned meat
and grows wheat. If you cut away the
rest of the community, he has nothing fo
cat hut wheat. The member for Claremont
(Mr. North) will tell us that wheat alone is
sufficient. But personally I do not agree
with that.

Mr. Tindsay: The farmers do not eomu
{o Perth to get their meat.

Mr. DAVY: There are many farmers in
Western -Australin, I helieve, who fetch
their meat from Perth in tins.

Mr. Latham: Not many.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, many. Of course
farmer who is self-contained on his pra-
perty could snap his fingers at the rest of
the community.

Mr. Lambert: But the farmer is show-
ing every dav that he can cut out the middle
man in the eity who is living on him.

Mr. DAVY: He ought to he eucour-
aged to do so. But he does not cut out the
middle man. He merely substitutes his own
organisation for the middle man.

Mr. Lambert: That is not a middle man.

‘Mr. DAVY: Yes, it is, and the farmer has
to pay for the service rendered. The Wes-
tralian Farmers Ltd. is merely a hig organi-
sation with a big staff and large activities.

Mr. Withers: The farmer has to pay rom-
mission to the firm,

It is just as weall you ex-
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Mr. DAVY: Yes, it amounuts very much
to the same thing. It may be a more econ-
omical systeis than dealing through the cos-
tomary middle man, but there it is. It is
of no use people coming {o us and telling
us the farmer should have morve votes
than the city man. He ought not to have
anything of the sort. We ought all to have
the same representation in Parlinment.

Mr. Lambert: The same value of Tepre-
sentation.

Mr. DAVY: The representation of each
of us ought to be equally effective. I admit,
that in a State like Western Australia we
cannot get that representation equally
effective without making provision for
fewer people being represented hy one man
in some parts of the State than in others.

My, Lindsay: Your argument is that there
should be more members representing the
metropolitan area than all the rest of the
State?

The Premier: The hon. member did not
say anything of the sori.

Mr. DAVY: No, I certainly did net,

The Premier: The member for Toodyay
is anticipating. The member for West
Perth did not say that at all.

Mr. DAVY: No, and I do not propase to
say it. If the member for Toodyay has mis-
understood me, it must be that I have not
expressed my self properly.

Mr. Kennealiy: Not necessarily.

Mr. DAVY: I suggest that that is the
explanation. I did not say what the mem-
ber for Toodyay eredited me with saying.
But I do say that the basis of any distri-
bution of seats must be ecqual representa-
tion for each person.

The Premier: That is the basis.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, and T sav that in order
to achieve that equal representation for
everybody in a State like Western Anstralia,
we must diverge from the one vote one value
principle.

" The Premier: That is the point.

Mre, DAVY: T agree; but how we are io
arrive at what the proportion should be,
I do not know,

Hon. (. Taylor: It is entirely a matier of
opinion.

Mr. DAVY: Yes. The Bill appears to
represent a sincere attempt to get over that
difficulty, and although T have no douht
my friends representing primary producing
eonstituencies would like to have their task
made ecavier, nevertheless they have ex-
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pressed a willingness to secept the situation.
I think we can get a better Parliament
through this Bill, more Parlimmentary repre-
sentation of the opinions of the people, and
so I will support the measure. But there is
one point to which I object in the piece of
legislation that will exist when this Bill be-
comes an Act, and so amends the original
Act. T do not think it is a sound prineiple
to leave it still in the power of Parliament
to alter the findings of the Commission. 1
remember two or three years ago when we
were dealing with the Arbitration  Aet
Amendment Bill, another place proposed
that the findings of the Arbitration Court
on the basic wage should be subjeet to the
approval of Parliament. There was a scream
of rage from members sitting on the
Giovernment side of the House. They said,
“Tt ix a monstrous propesition. We having
decided that this was a matter to he en-
tirely divorced from polities, in those eiv-
cumstances should Parliament be permitted
to criticise the act of that independeni
body%" I agreed with them, and for ex-
actly the same reazon I say this matter,
because of its dilficulty from the point of
view of members to exercise an Impartial
judgment, having been handed over fo an
independent tribunal to decide, its decision
should be final,

My, Lambert: Not to decide, but to sng-
gest to Parliament.

The Premier: That is the difference.

Mr. DAVY: I do not agree with that.
If all we are doing is to ask the independent
tribunal to make suggestions to us, why
bother with it at all?

Mr. Lambert: That is the provision madn
by the party you sit with,

Mr, DAVY: What does it matter who
put the original Act on the statute-book?
‘What is the good of talking like that? Any-
how, T was not then a member of Parlia-
ment. If I had been, I certainly would bave
tried in the best way T could to have the
defect remedied at the time. Bui there it
is. The reason we have decided this matter
should be dealt with by an independent tri-
bunal is that we recognise men should not
be judges of their own cause. We have de
cided that this matter shall be worked out
by an independent tribunal. Yet, when the
decision reaches mz, we are going to have
happen what occurred five or six yvears ago.
We shall have certain members who are not
snited by the findings of the Commission
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making strenuous endeavours to amend the
Bill embodying the findings of the Commis-
sion. I say that is wrong, The Commis-
sion’s findings should be absolutely final
and should have the force of law. 1n Com-
mittee I propose to move an amendment to
that effect. [ do not expect to receive a
great deal of support

Mr. Panton: You never know,

Mr, DAVY: But I hope I shall get some
support. I propose to endeavour to remove
from the Aect that defect which appears to
me to be a serious one, Otherwise I shall
sapport the Bill.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [7.48]: I
propose to support the second reading of
the Bill, although I agree with many mem-
hers that it is not as good as it might be,
The Premier, in introdueing the subject,
said he saw no reason why there should not
he onc vote, one value.

The Premier: T did not say that.

Mr. J, H SMITH: Tf we had one vote,
one value, the agricultural distriets would
he hetter off than they will be under this
Bill

The Premier: But I did not say that.

Mr. J, H, SMITH: Despite the conten-
tion of the member for West Perth, I see
no reason why five additional seats shonld
be given to the metropolitan area. He
seems to think that this country exists on
whent alone. He asked, “What would the
farmers do if it were not for the tinned
meat sent up to them?”’

Mr, Lindsav: Thevr have rabbits in the
wheat belt.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: What would happen
is that the farmers would go to the South-
West portion of the State——

Mr, Teesdale: And eat barley,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: —which part of the
State wonld rear better and stouter men
than the member for Roebourne.

Mr. Teesdale: 1 surrender.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Eighty per cent. of
onr foodstuffs are provided hy our own
efforts. The Premier has set the Commis-
gsion an enormous task., On the figures he
has given ns, T do not know what is going
to happen in the Sonith-West part of the
State, Are we going to bring an electorate
from @eraldton or Greenough rvight dewn
in numhers ta reach the quota until we get
fo the Sonth-West, and there ereate an addi-
tional seat®



[1 Novemser, 1928.]

The Premier: You will have plenty of
time 1o discuss that,

Mr. J. H. SMITH : 1i wiii be unworkable,
With 5,522 electors on the roll in Albany,
5730 in Nelson, 4,555 in Collie, and 4,004
in Sussex, how can the Premier work out
the figures?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Leave it to the
Commission,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Mow can the Premier
expect the Commission to work if out? It
i5 an absolute impossibility. Why shounld
the vast North-West—that wonderful coun-
try of which we have heard so much—claim
fonr members when its population is de-
creasing vear by vear? Why shoiild it be
specially entitled to four members?

Mr. Latham: On account of its geogra-
phical position.

Mre, J. H. SMITH: That does not matter
one iota, Tn the North are miles—almosti
thousands of miles—of eountry unpopulated
save by u few ecattle, sheep, and a few of
the fricnds of the member for Roebourne
—aborigines.

Mr, Tecsdale: And more’s the shame, You
have had all the money or we would have
got some.

Me. J. H. SMITH: The North-West con-
sist= principally of the towns on the coast-
line. Why should the central goldfields be
so wonderfully favoured under the Bill? Is
it because the Premier is responsible for
its introduction and has made provision for
his three Ministers aud the Chairman of
Committees? Tt seems to me very much
like it. On the central goldfields there is
every facility and every comfort. A wafer
supply has been provided, the like of which
the enuntry distriets do not possess. Mil-
lions of money have been spent there, and
vet the Premier tells us it is a fair measure
to rive them safe pocket horouzhs and make
their mean quota 2,375 as against the agri-
enltural quoia of 4,000 odd.

Mr. Panton: Therc has been a lot of
money produced on the goldfields, anyhow.

Mr. 3. H. SMITH: Not too much money
is being produced there now.

Mr. Panton: And the sinking fund paid
for the water scheme.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But the taxpayers
eenerally, and not the coldfields eommunity,
provided the sinking fund. Why shonld the
Premier treat us in this seant manper? TIs
it not the South-West portion of the State
to which we look to produce the foodstuffs
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and save the heavy drain of moeney that is
passing to the Kastern Btates every year?
1s it not the wheat-growing country that is
waking our railways pay? Are not our
railways providing employment for thous-
ands of people? On whom is the metropoli-
tan area dependent? Is it pot the timber
industry that has made the one-time little
port of Bunbury the fourth largest export
port in Australia?

Mr. Brown: Oh!

Mr. J, H. SMITH: ‘*OhY’ says the mem-
ber for Pingelly. He does not realise the
wonderful opportunities and the great pot-
entialities of this country. I can see Pin-
gelly being wiped off the map as a result
of this measure, and then my friend will
have to come down to the South-West, and
we shall show him some decent country. I
do not intend to vppose the second reading.
The measure will represent something bet-
ter than we have had since 1911, That Act
has been a blot on the fair name and his-
tory of the State.

The Premder:
its dead.

Mr. J H. SMITII: Years ago I remem-
ber a worthy wmember going arcund the
country with a map almost as large as a
wall of this Chamber—anyhow, it took 2
buggy and three horses to carry it—and
his Government that put the Bill through
was defeated. This measure is perhaps an
improvement on it, but T elaim that it is
“‘zood-bye, good-bye "’

Mr. Maley: To the South-West?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Not to the South-
West, but to the administration under whieh
we have suffered for six years.

The AMinister for Railways:

Mr. J. H SMITH: Yes,

Mr. Teesdale: Well, do not tell them
50.

Mr. J.H. SMITH: May T repeat that J
hope the Premier at the last moment will
see his way clear to amend the Bill and be
reasonably fair. We are not jealous of the
metropolitan area but let him give it three
additional seats, and make the other two
seats available for the agrieultural area.

Let the dead past bury

Suffered?

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[756]: I have very few words to say on
the second reading of the Bill. Siill, as the
member for Menzies, the member for Mur-
chison and 1 will probably be among the
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slaughtered innoecents, .we should be al-
iowed to devoie some time to the measure.
‘It will be within your memory, Mr, Speaker
that this is the fourth Redistribution of
Seats Bill that has been brought down since
you have been a memher of this House.
Every one of those measures, from its very
mception, was of a nature that startled
members fo a coosiderable degree. This
Bill, however, seems to have been received
with unusual calmness, and there has been
no protest to speak of and eextainly no ac-
rimonious discussion.

Mr. Panton: Let us start it now.

Hyn. G. TAYLOR: Ne¢. I wish to direct
attention to the attitude of the present
Premier—

The Premier: Oh, don’t!

Hon. G. TAYLOR: when he was
Leader of the Opposition and the measure
of 1922 was before the House.

The Premier: Of course, that was a dif-
ferent Bill.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, but the prineiple
of this Bill is exactly the same as the prin-
ciple of the parent measure. It was upon
that principle that the present Premier, then
Leader of the Opposition, was so offensive,
if T may say so.

Mr. Lambert: So agressive,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: He was more than
aggressive; he accused the then Leader of
the House of bringing in a Bill for no less
a purpose than gerrymandering.

The Premier: Why resurrect the past?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Merely to show the
generosity of the present Opposition as
ecompared with the atiitude of the Opposi-
tion at that time. MWhen the present Op-
position see something bheneficial for the
State, or at any rate an improvement on
what we have at present, they are prepared
to meet it in a spirit helpful to the Govern-
ment in order to make for the better gov-
ernment of the ecountry. I do not wish it
to be thought that T have made a statement
that eannot be substantiated. The whole
speech of the Premier on the second read-
ing of the 1922 measure reeks with vitu-
peration.

The Premier: I was a voung man then.

Hon. G. TAYT.OR: Here is one small
paragraph.

The idea of dividing the State into five arexs
as in the Bill ean only have been adopted with

the object of  mare cffectively manipu-
“lating the clectorates. What need is there to

[ASSEMBLY.]

divide up the State into little groups called
areas, cxcept it be with the idea of more effec-
tively gerrymandering the clectorates?

The Premier: Well, I have complied with
that and eut it down.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We have not divided
the State into four; the Premier’s Bill con-
Lains one group less than my chief’s Bill.
My chief’s Bill was said to be a gerry-
mandering Billl. If we argue logically we
must say that the present Bill is ome de-
gree less gerrymandering on the Premier’s
own argument.

The Premier: Three degrees.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We have three
groups now, and we had four then. An-
other passage by the Premier that appears
in ““Hansard™ of December, 1922, is—

Is any member prepared to contend that
2,800 electors for Northam is the equivalent of
3,400 clectors for my district?

Mr. Davies: What influence has eaused the
nining areas to be divided into two?

Hon. P. Collier: In order that it may be
possible to manipulate the boundaries, a higher
quota is asked for in the case of the ecentral

mining area than in the caserof the ountlyving
distriets,

The Premier: A very sound reply.

Hon. (. TAYLOR: There are dozens of
such instances. The Premier, then Leader
of the Opposition, was aceusing the Gov-
ernment of manipulating and gerryman-
dering.

The Premier: Not accusing anvone.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Let us go back to
the year 1911. The Bill then was fought
as no Bill has ever been fought in the his-
tovy of my parliamentary life.

The Premier: 1 remember that youn took
possession of the Chamber,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We were so satisfled
that it was an iniquitious Bill that we
fought it for days and pights until mem-
bers were exhausted. Some went 1o sleep
while we held the fort. The remarkable
thing was that the Government which
bhrought down that Bill met their fate at
the following election.

Mr. Panton: I am afraid the Government
vwill meet their fate with this one.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The electorate of the
member for Collie stood in the way of the
defeat of the (fovernment. They were de-
feated by the awful range of boundaries be-
tween Collie and Sussex. A Lahour Gov-
ernment followed. They made some atternpt
to alter the boundaries, but it was futile
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The boundaries remained for something like
five years under that awful Bill, It was said
to be the ruin of Western Australia, a
scandalous proposition from the point of
view of the QOpposition. We worked under
it for five years. Another Government came
in for a further four or five years. The
present Government have been in office for
4% years, and we are now contemplating
the removal of that objeciionable Bill.

Mr. Wilson: Why change it at all?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1 know that the mem-
ber for Menzies and I would not go to a
great deal of trouble to do so. Whilst we
have not many electors, they are apparently
well satisfied with us and we with them. T
am confident the member for Collie is quite
pleased with his electorate. Tf we were
guiding the destinies of this House, I think
we would leave things as they are. But we
cannot argue from that point. We must be
honest and admit that the present houndaries
are anything but fair. We have only to lock
at this slip of paper contaimng the number
of constituencies and the number of electors.
The position is appalling and should have
heen remedied vears ago. In some cases the
numbers are down to 200 or 400, and they
go up as high as 16,000 and 18,000. Thai
is not fair representation. It is absurd to
argue that in a sparsely populated country
like this we ean have the system of ane vote
one value. It is the only logical way to base
the reprezentation of people in Parliament,
but it cannot be worked. Like many other
theories it is hopeless to put it into practice.
T see the weakness of this Bill as I saw the
weakness of the other Bill.

The Premier: Or any other Bill.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The member for West
Perth pointed out the weakness. It is that
the recommendations of the Commission will
be brought down in the form of a Bill to be
enacted, a debate will ensue and members
will show their dissatisfaction. We shall
have the same deplorable debates on the
recommendations as followed in the other
sage. I woll remember them. I sat where
you, Sir, sit and had to look on, and sec my
dlectorate in danger of being wiped out
without offering a word in support of it.
The weakness there is the weakness here.
VMlembers said, “Send the Bill back to the
Sommission: they know what we want now
ind they will remedy the defects.” That is
)eyond human conception.

Mr. Panton: It was sent back.
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Hon. G. TAYLOR: The House did not
send it back. The Commission would not
touch it. They thonght they had fulfilled ali
that was required of them by Parliament.
Parliament gave them powers to regulate the
houndaries and they did what was expected
of them. Parliament had the powur to regu-
late the boundaries, but delegated it to the
Royal Commission. Parliament should have
decided the boundaries. It was not for the
Commission te do that, and then submit
them to us to alter again. That was absurd.
We should have done it from the first and
not appointed a Commission to do it. That
was the weakness of that Bill, and it is the
weakness of this one. Inp Committee 1 hope
the Premier will amend the Bill in that diree-
tion. A loit has been said about the metro-
politan area. It is more difficult to represent
an ountlying district with 500 electurs than it
is to represent a metropolitan district with
18,000 cleetors. The member of an outlying
district has to look after the requirements
of his people, The whole of their business
on the goldfields is transacted with the Gov-
ernment, cither with the Mines, the Forests
or the Lands Departments.

Alr. Marshall: Tt'is all departmental work.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : In the city everything
is done by the City Couneil. Most of the
city electors treat with their municipality.

Mr. Marshall: And throngh deputations
and organisations.

Hon. . TAYLOR: Throngh deputations
to Ministers and through the Press. A per
son may find mud in the tap leading into bis
scullery, He conlmunicates with the Min-
ister for Works, as & result of which a long
paragraph appears in the morning paper
and another in the evening paper drawing
attention to the negligenece of the Govern-
ment. In the outlying districts, if there ia
no water, & man has to cart his own, or sink
n well, and draw the water up by band. If
anything should happen to him slong the
road he has to get back the best way he can.
In the city all these things are done by tele-
phone and through municipalities or the
Press. The people are so congested that
their wants are easily demonsirated.

Mr. Marshall: The pressure they bring to
bear is very effective.

The Premier: If there is no water outback,
a man may have to travel 100 miles for if.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, and get it home
the hest way he can. No one finds fanit if
the water is not too clear or is a little bit
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muddy. If it is not quite fresh one has to
put up with it. If many of the outlying dis-
tricts had as much Government money spent
upon them as is spent in the metropolitan
area, there might be mere electors on their
rolls.

Mr. Panton: Hear, hear!

Mzr. Clydesdale: The electors of the met-
ropolitan area pay for all they get.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: I question that. Peo-
ple outhack have to pay'for all they get.
They do not get the representation they
should have, and cannot get the ear of Min-
igters or bring pressure to bear upon any
Government. In the case of the Federal
Parliament it was the ery of the people in
the outer parts of Australia that the seat of
government should he moved to Canberra
away from the influence of the Melbourne
Press. What affects them affects us, Where
the centre of Government is and the popula-
tion is large there is pressure brought to bear
upon the Government. There should be a
larger margin of diiference between the out-
lying distriets and the metropolitan area.
To set down 2,000 people in the back coun-
try as being equal to 4,000 or 6,000 in the
metropolitan area is absurd. The proportion
should be far greater. As the Premier has
said, it is diffienlt to make the Bill any better
than it is, but I think it can be improved.
The metropolitan area should not have ihe
representation provided for it in the Bill.
It would be more equitable if a larger num-
ber of members was provided for in the
sparsely peopled portion of the State. That
is a matter to deal with in Committee. I
hope, when the Commission is appointed, we
shall accept their recommendations, put them
into the form of a Bill, pass it through Par-
liament, and enaet it. I support the second
reading.

MR, MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.15]:
Perhaps I may be pardoned for contributing
to the debate on this important measure. If
there are any members who could be ex-
pected to look with disfavour upon the in-
iroduction of a Bill such as that before n-
now, they are those who, like myself, re-
present the outer goldfields electorates. lc
is difficult for & member who is in personal
touch with his electors and knows practically
every individual in his constitueney, to teil
his electors that it does not matter how
generous they have been to him, or how
suceessfully he has represented them, it is his
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duty to say thai the electorates must he
changed. Perhaps we might feel we would
like to retain the present electoral boun-
daries, but we cannot honestly agree to a
continnanee of the present arrangements if
they ean be altered by the Electoral Com-
missioners. Those boundaries are altogether
too inequitable. The unfairness of them is
apparent to everyone who takes an interest
in politics. Reluctantly I have to suppusrt
the Bill, not because I feel it is fair and
cquitable, but Lor the reasons T have
just outlined. Members who are in my
position  cannot help adopting that
attitnde although it wmay mean their
political execution. In justice tfo the
people generally we are compelled to
accept any measuve that is fair and equit-
able. I bave listened carefully to those who
have contributed to the debate. Several
points stressed have been wide of the issue.
and some of the arguments advanced have
been entirely beside the question. We ean-
not in fairness to the prineiples that Parlia-
mentary representation involves, say that be-
cause of distance from the seat of govern-
ment and the isolation of some electorates,
they should have a fewer number of electors,
compared with other more favoured con-
stituencies, which should bave a greater
number of voters. I agree with the member
for West Perth (Mr. Davy} in the argument
he advanced when he claimed that the prin-
ciple of one vote one value was the proper
one to adopt. On the other hand, when one
analyses the position as it applies to West-
ern Australia, it i3 easy to see that such a
principle would be positively unfair. It
would be equally grotesque to argue that the
present electoral boundaries are fair. Mem-
bers have spoken of the vast areas they re-
present. The member for Toodyay (Mr
Lindsay), the member for Pingelly (3.
Brown) and one or two other members
stressed that point. If T were to adopt thai
attitude, I am doubtful whether there is any
member in the Parliament of this State who
could put up as good an argument in op-
position as I eould, and T would base that
opposition upon logical grounds. I have
the biggest clectorate of all, and my econ-
stitneney carries the largest population of
any in the outer goldfields areas. At the
same time, my electorate has the best pros-
pects, from a gold mining point of view, not
excluding the Golden Mile. I refer, of
conrse, to Wiluna. Notwithstanding the pos-
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sibilities of that part of the State, and the
anomalies that may arise in relation to the
quola, I am prepared to say that I shall sup-
port the Bill, T realise that the area of a
constitveney is a factor that should be con
sidered. There are many hundreds of elec-
tors in Western Australia who are living in
isolation. In some instances they may be
living singiy in far distan{ spots, or perhaps
as many as holf a dozen may be tueked away
at some isolated centre many miles away
from anytbing approaching civilisation. No
member wil] argue that because people go
out into such places and sacrifice all the good
things that are enjoyed in the cities, they
shon!d not bLave the right to receive at
least oceasionally & visit from their Parlia-
wmentary representatives. Im order to wisit
such outback centres a member of Parlia-
ment has to travel long distances, and has
to pay dearly for the trip. Nevertheless, a
member is under an obligation fo visit s
constituents in those isolated spots. When
the big uwpheaval took place many centuries
ago, with the result that the people secured
the right to say who shounld represent them
in Parliament, it was never anticipated that
cireumstances, such as those that apply in
Western Australia, would arise. With the
march of time, many considerations have crept
in, and increased the responsibilities of a
member of Parliament. Sorely those econ-
siderations affect representatives of far dis-
tant and widely secattered electorales much
more than those who have city electorates.
I believe the Bill, although it approaches
fairness, is weak in one or two respects.
Reference has already been made to the
departure from the principle ol one vote,
one value. I helieve there is a wakness re-
garding the four northern seats. I cannot
see for the life of me why an electorate such
as that of Gascoyne should be included in
the northern group. If distance from the
seat of Government and arca can be ad-
vanced as arguments, ihen Gascoyne has nol
such a strong case as the Murchison seat for
inclusion in the northern group. At its
nearest point the Gascovne is eloser to the
seat of government than the Murchison, but
its northern boundary is no further north.
I elaim, therefore, that the Gascoyne has no
greater claim for inclusion in the northern
group, from a political standpoint, than has
the Murchison electorate. Then again, the
Gascoyne has two aerial services per week,
and on an average one ship per week. There
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is also a network of services into the more
remote parts of the Gascoyne electorate
through the medium of the Meekatharra
railway service and the agency of motor
mail contractors via Cue, Meekatharra, Mul-
lewa and Pindar. On the other hand,
the Murchison electorate has a service
eomprising twe frains a week! Why
should the Gascoyne electorate be so speci-
ally favoured? Having regard to the
gold-mining prospects at Jimblebah, which
has every appearance of developing into a
big mdne, and the prospects at Wiluna,
which will be a city itself in time, I have
no hesitation in saying that whoever may
represent that electorate in the future will
have one of the higgest in arca and in
population, notwithstanding that ifs nearest
point to the city is 600 miles inland. 1In
spite of these prospects and possibilities,
the Gascoyne electorate is included in the
northern group and is allowed to remain as
it is without any addition to its quota,
merely because at the present moment it
cannot provide the quota necessary under
the Bill. T am in accord with those who
think that once we have decided wpon a re-
distribution of seats, the Electoral Commis-
sioners should have the final say. We should
have nothing more to do after having laid
down the basic principles to govern the ve-
distribution. We should be stultifying our-
selves if we said, “Very well, we shall have
nothing to do with the redistrihition of {he
boundaries: that is the principle on which
we guide you; now give us your proposals.”
If we are to have the final say in the redis-
tribution, I suggest that the Premier should
call the party together and that we should
do as we did in 1911. But having given the
commissioners the basie prineiple on which
to work, or laid the foundation for them,
they should complete the task. Arguments
mayv be advanced to show why tke commis-
sioners should have the final sa3, but there
are techniealities and certain classes of work
in the adjustment of the boundaries which
can be done only by experts, those who have
the required knowledge for the huilding of
the structure. T agree that if the strmeture
is built on the principles we lay down, there
will be ne cause for complaint.

The Minister for Railwavs: Often a bad
joh is made out of good material.

Mr. MARSHALL: I admit that in the
eourse of erecting a building fault is some-
times found in the workmanship or the ma-
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terial. In this case, however, L shall be in-
clined to accept the deeision of the commis-
sioners, and I am aceusing myself, as much
as any other member, when I say that there
is a desire on the part of members to hold
what they have. We become acclimatised,
as it were, to our electorates, and we do not
like the idea of interference with boundaries.
Consequently we are infineneed, subtly prob-
ably, to retain what we have. The com-
missioners have no regard for any particular
member or eleciorate. They will do just
what the Bill instruets them to do.
They are not interested in who shall vepre-
sent any partienlar part of the eommunity.
On the recommendation of the commissioners
in 1923, the Murchison seat probably was the
worst treated of the 50. TUnfortunately it
was the best the commissioners could do
under the Bill submitted to them. In my
opinion they made only one mistake, but it
was a small one. Instead of bringing the
Munrehison seat down south, they might have
taken it across the State and so kept the
community of interest in that elcctorate.
Thus they would have done it no harm. But
to hring it into the agricultural areas was
an anomaly. Still, it was the best thal
could be done in the circumstances. I do
not know any of the commissioners, but
their positions would imply that they are
trustworthy officers and possessed of tech-
nical knowledge, so T shall be prepared fo
aceept their decision as final.

MR. FERGUSON (AMoore)
move—

[835]: T

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

MR. PANTON (Menzies) [8.36]: I do
nnt propese to detain the House very long.
T principally desire to express my regret
that the necessity for the Bill has heen
bronght about largely Ly the decline of gold-
minine. The Premier interjected, “At Men-
#ies.” Tn the next Parliament Menzies will
in all prohability get a spell. What is more,
AMenzies made it possible to some extent for
the party on this side of the House to exist.
Like the menmher for Murchison, I feel there
is no option hut to support the Bill, more
especially remembering the position Menzies
occupies at the present time. T also agrec
with the member for Murchison that with
the redistribution of seats there will be
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unomalies—in regard to the newly ereated
seat, which obviously must be Leonora-Mt.
Margaret-dMenzies. I we are going to get
the 2,000 gnota there, it must include part
of Coolgardie, and with a territery embrac-
ing those seats the anomaly will be more
apparent than it is at the present time in
connection with the North-West seats.

The Premier: In regard to area.

Mr. PANTON: And in regard to facili-
ties for postal communication, As a matter
of Faet, with the obvions seat that will be
created ont of those ihree distriets there will
he un area which wiil run aecross te South
Austvalia, but the peenliar feature of that
clectorate will be that elmost thronghout its
aren in praetienlly every few miles of it,
it will he possible to find some electors,
whilst so for as ecommunity of interest is
coneerned, it will be hard to define it be-
tween mining, sandalwood, prospecting, pas-
toral and other industries. I find from the
fizures that have been plared before us m
the printed sheet, that in the clectorate to
be formed from the three seats named there
will be about 1,576 voters, or 474 short of
the quota—just half of the Coolgardie elec-
torate. ! find that three of the North-West
seats, which it is proposed to leave alone,
will have 2,021 voiers. lu the Murehson
greater anomalies will avise in the next three
vears, As the member for Murchison has
told us, the electorate will undoubtedly be
the-higgest in area, probably before the end
of the next Parliament, and it will have
between 3,000 and 4,000 more than its quota.
There is not a shadow of doubt that when
Wiluna is in full swing there will be 2,000
ar 3,000 men and women there,

Mr. Teesdale: We were to have over
35,000,000 bushels 2 few days ago.

Mr. PANTON: Wheat depends upon the
alements, and the several thousands that will
he found at Wiluna. shortly will depend upon
the railway. As soon as the line is enn-
strueted and it is possible lo  transport
machinery to Wiluna, the numbers will in-
crease. IPPersonally T am not too satisfied
in respect of the Bill that all is as well as
it appears to be on the surface.

Mr. Teesdale: We had enongh of it last
time.

Mr. PANTON: Tt will be an agreeable
surprise if we do not have a lot more when
the Bill comes back from the commissioners.

Hon. G. Taylor: Tet us do all our work
hefore it leaves this Chamber.
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Mr. PANTON: If the hon. member and
1 had sufficient weight behind uws it would
not leave in an unsatisfactory condition. A
great deal has been said, especially from
the Country Party benches, in respect of
areas, motor transport and various other
matters from the point of view of their par-
ticular electorates. It is just as well for
Country Party members to remember that
though they have suffered sertain disabili-
ties they have done a great deal better than
the people in the outback mining centres
as far as getting the ear of Ministers 1s
coneerned.

Mr. Lindsay: We have something to go
te the Minjster ahont. o

Mr. PANTON: There is no doubt about
it that the farming distriets in respect of
railway freights have all the pnli over the
outlying goldficlds. They get the essentisl
eammodity for the production of wheat—
super.—earried at a minimum eost, whilst
the mining areas pay the maximum freight
for their essential enmmodity—explosives.

The Minister for Railways: It is reduced.

Mr. PANTON: Reduced to snch an ex-
tent that it is hardly noticeable. In addi-
tion partienlarly every commodity used on
the goldfields—mining requisites and food-
stuffs for the people—will be found at the
top of the railway rates. I do not want
the Minister to growl: T am merely point-
ing ont to the memhers of the Country
Party that they are not the only sufferers.
I am not even advaneing a plea for a ve-
duction of freights,

Mr. Lindsay: The rates are the same as
those to the country distriets.

The Premier: But is it not important that
one section of the community is near to the
port, while the other is far away, the greater
distance inecreasing the cost of haulage and
everything else? It is the disability that
the mining industry:

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. PANTON : That is the big disability.
Whoever may be the fortunate possessors
of two of these seats under the proposed
redistribution will have to travel fo Kal-
roorlie before even setting out to reach their
dlectorates. Country members talk of the
1ecessity for motor ears in order to reach
heir electorates, but most country members
:an reach their districts in a day, especially
o attend a function. It will take the pros-
rective member for the new Murchison seat
v day to get to Kalgoorlie, and then it will
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take him a considerable time to reach his
electorate.  North-Western members can
visit their electorates only onee a year, dur-
ing recess.

Mr. Lindsay:
easy.

Mr. PANTON: The prospective member
for the new electorate of Murchison will not
be able to see one-third of his electorate
unee 8 year, even with the aid of a motor
car.

Mr. Gnifiths: He will have to get Brearley
on the job.

Mr. PANTON: Brearley has certaioly
facililated correspondence with the North-
West. However, I rose principally to ex-
press my regret that owing to the decline of
the industry which made Western Australin
possible, this redistribution of seats has been
proposed. 1 am optimistic enough to pro-
phesy that within no longer time than it
has taken to bring about a new redistribu-
tion sinee 1911, a period of 17 years, the
goldfields will be produeing snfficient gold,
even in the electorates now proposed for
wiping out, to warrant yet another redis-
tribution of seats which will restore some-
thing like the present position.

That is why the thing is

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Premier in
charee of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Repeal of Section 4 and snbsti-
tution of a new section; Number of districts
in each of three areas—how ascertained:

Hon., G. TAYLOR: This is the vital elanse.
I desire to move a new clause, and should
like to diseuss it at this juneture. The new
clause is to the effect that the Bill to he
drafted by the commissioners and ts be sub-
mitted to the Honse shall be passed by the
House into law without any amendment;
that members shall have the right only to
aceept or reject.

The Premier: That is the position now—
accept or reject.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But we tried to amend
the last Bill.

The Premier: No; we rejeeted it.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But the trend of the
debate was how lo amend without sendinyg
haek. That is a hopeless proposition.
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Mr. LATHAM: I inove an amendment-—

That in line 2 of paragraph (a) of the pro-
posed section ‘‘three’’ be strock out, and
‘“‘four’’ inserted in lJieu.

During the second reading debate I voiced
my opinion that further consideration should
he extended to the agricultural areas. The
amendment merely asks for the agrienlinrat
distriets what is granted by the Bill to e
outer mining area. If the amendment is
carried, four votes in the city will equal
two votes in the agricultural distriets, and
two votes in the agricultural distriets will

equal one in the mining area.

The Premier: This clause is the whole
Bill. I have nothing to add to what 1 saia
on the second reading.

Amendment put and negatived
Clanse put and passed.

Clause 3—agreed to.

New clause:

Mr. DAVY: I have two new elauses Lo
move. The first new eclause proposes to
amend Seetion 9 of the principal Aet, Sub-
section 1 of which reads—

The report shull be laid before hoth Heuses
of Parliament forthwith after the making
thereof, iff Parlinment is then in session, aud,
if not, forthwith after the next meeting of Par-
linment, and u Bill ghatl be introduced for the
redistribution of scats at Parlinmentary elee-
tions in aceordance therewith, and for the re-
adjustmoent of the boundaries of the clectoral
provinces, and such Bill, if duly passed and
asgented to, shall come into opeation as an Act
on a day to be fixed by proclamation . ...,

I move—

That the following elanse be added to the
Bill:—**Seetion 9 of the principal Act is
amended by the deletion in Subsection 1 of
the words “if Jduly passed und assented to,
shall come into operation as an Act on a day
to he fixed by proclamation,” and by the in-
sertion in Jieu thercof of the words ‘ghall he
enacted by Parliament withont amendment,” 7’

It secrns ko me in the highest degree impro-
per that Parliament should propose to
amend the findings of the commission. The
very arguments in favour of creating a com-
misison instead of having the thing done
by the Government bringing down a Bill
in the ordinary way, are argnments In
favour of the commission’s findings being
final. T take it that the reason for ereating
the commission was that it was felt that
members were too mueb concrrned, both
personally and through their constituents,
with any redistribution of seats to be able
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to bring an entirely free and open mimd
to bear upon ihe question, The thing is so
wrapped up with the political welfare of
parties and individuals as to make it almost
impossible for us to be elear and fair and
to see all round the proposition as
should be doue. It is a truism that
no man should be permitted to be
a Judge in his own court. lt was
that fteeling which canged us io create
the vommission. If we are going to reserve
1o ourselves the right to crificise thai com-
mission, we arve stultifying their appoint-
ment, and we are not aveiding the difficul-
ties which the appointment of the eommis-
sion desired to avoid.

The Minister for Railways:
must take some responsibility.

Mr. DAVY: We take the respousihility
by handing this job to someone else.

The Minister for Railways: To whom are
they responsible?

"Mr. DAVY: We have carefully selected
three persons to form the commission,
whose positions are such as to make them
likely to do their work properly irrespec-
tive of responsibility. On the last ocecasion
the commission eonsisted of the Chief Jus-

This House

-tice, the Survevor-fienersl, and the Chief

Eleetoral Oflicer, all carefully sclected men.
Why should we be afraid to hand over the
job to them? 1f we are afraid and we ap-
point this independent tribunal, we do sn
with our tongues in our checks.

The Minister for Railways: Na.

Mr. DAVY: \Why bother about the com-
mission? Why do not the Government
merely call them in and say, “Will you
please do this and inake a report; if we like
it we will put it hefore Parliament.” If we
can alter the report and frame the Bill as
we like, why ereate this statutory tribunal?

Mr, Grifliths:  Where would the inde-
pendence of the commission come in?

Mr. DAVY: The whole point of the
commission would vanish.

Mr. Withers: Do yon suggest that Par-
liument should be subordinate to the com-
mission?

Mr. DAVY: No more than Parliament
is subordinate to the Arbitration Court.
Both houses decided it was wise to ereate
an independent tribunal to fix a basie wage.
When it was proposed in another place that
the findings of the court on that subject
shonld he reviewed by Parliament, members
opposite were wildly indignant. The same
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principle exists here. If it is not necessary
to have the job done by independent peo-
ple, why appoint them? If it is necessary,
let us do the thing properly and have no
shama about it. In the ease of the other
3ill, the report was unsatisfactory to many
people.

The Minister for Railways: It should be
<atistactory to the majority.

AMr. DAVY: It may be unsatistactory to
all.

The Minister for Railways: If so it ought
to go.

Mr. DAVY: 1t is possible o imagine s
state of affairs where a proper redistribu-
tion would It everyone. 1t is very diffi-
enlt for a member not to view a matter of
this sort through coloured glasses. I urge
the Committee to carry some amendment
whieh will cause this piece of work to be
carried out by people who are under n~
political inflnenes,

Point of Order.

Mr. Lambert: I rise to a point of order.
I should like a ruling as to whether the
proposed new elause is in order. I do not
think any member can move to make it
mandatory upon Parhament to earry some
Bill withont amendment., The Standing
Orders set out the procedure to be followed
in the case of every Bill. The suggestion
of the member for West Perth is, in my
opinion, contrary to the Standing Orders.

Hon. G. Taylor: In what way?

Mr. Lanibert: We are asked to carry a
Bill without amendmeut.

The Premier: We are asked to pass tlus
Bill which will say that we mupst pase an-
other without amendment.

Mr. Lambert: We bring down a Bill
Iater, but by a previous Act it becomes
mandatory upon Parliament to pass it with-
out amendment. That is contrary to the
Standing Orders.

The Premier: We cannot pass a Bill
which says that we must not amend some
later Bill.

Mr. Lambert: Al the Standing Orders
are opposed to such a thing.

The Premier: It is certainly out of
order.

Mr. Davy: Would you support another
new clanse to the same effect?

Mr. Lamhert: T will deal with that on
its merits.
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The Chairman: In my opiniou the pro-
pored new clanse govs beyond the scope of
the Bill.

Hon, G. Taylor: Thai is nul the point of
order.

The Chairman: 1 rule that the proposed
new clause is out of order, and goes beyond
the scope of the Bill.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: We could add
words which would give the commission
power to fix the boundaries without further
reference to Parliament. If the commission
were to carry out such instrustions and give
each electorate the quola set out in the Bill,
Parliament eould not possibly reject their
findings,

Mr. Kenneallv: What is befora the Com-
mittee

Hon. G. Taylor: The proposed new clause.

The Chairman: There is no amendment
hefore the Chair at present.

Mr. Davy: I understand the ruling is
that the proposed new eclause is outside the
seope of the Bill. The Bill is an Act to
make provision for the better representation
of the people of Western Australia in Par-
liament. I submit that my new clause does
come with the scope of the title of that Bill.
My object in moving it is to make better
provision for the representation of people
in Parliament.

Mr. Kenneally: Is the hon. member dis-
senting from the ruling of the Chair?

Mr. Davy: Yes.

The Premier: Youn are absolutely wrong.

Mr. Lambert: Try to get it by some other
means.

Dissent from Chairman’s ruling.
Mr. Davy: 1 move—

That the Committee dissent from the Chair-
man’s ruling.

[The Speaker took the Chair.]

The Chairman reported the dissent.

Mr. Davy: T submit that the ruling given
bv the Chairman of Committees was wrong-
The object of my amendment is to make
provision for the better represeniation of
the people of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment, and that is in accordanee with the
Title of the Bill. I submit that my amend-
ment is every bit as much within the seope
of the Title as any other word in the Bill.
1 suggest, too, that it is more important
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than any other portion of the Bill. If we
are to get a fruly independent report, and
ibe work is to be done properly in & manner
that we think we cannot do ourselves be-
cause we are influenced, then the findings of
the Electoral Commission shonld be abse-
lutely final. Further than that, Standing
Ovder 260 admits of the new clause being
ingerted, subject to a subsequent alteration
to the Title if it were necessary.  That
Standing Order reads—

No clazuse shall be inserted in any such draft
forcign to the Title of the Bill, and if any

such clause he afterwards introdaeed, the Title
shall be altered aceordingly.

Thus if we included my amendment, what
alteration would any hon. member suggest
should be made to the Title of the Rill?

The IMremier: It would be neeessary, not
to alter the Title, but to alter the amend-
ment.

Mr. Davy: The Standing Ovder 1 have
read admits of the possibility of intreducing
a clanse at variance with the Title, but indi-
cates that subsequently the Title must be
altered. The Chairman of Commilices has
ruled my amendment out of order, hecause
it is foreign to the Title of the Bill!

The Premier: No, to the scope of the Bill,
not to the Title.

Mr. Davy: But the Title defines the scope.

The Minister for Railways: No.

The Premier: The scope of the measure
is the basis of the representation of elec-
torates in the House. Your amendment has
nothing to do with that basis. It provides
that the commissioners’ veport cannot he
amended. That is outside the scope of the
measure.

Mr. Davy: The Bill merely defines the
principle upon which the commissioners
shall do their work, and it provides the ma-
chinery.

The Premier: But from a differeni aspeect.
The Bill says this is the basis and nothing
more, and your amendment says the eom-
missioners’ report must not be amended.
That is outside the scope, and is a different
aspect of the matter altogether.

Mr, Davy: T consider that the amendment
is well within the scope of the Title and of
the Rill.

Mr. Speaker: I am prepared to deal with
the point. There ean be no doubi ahout it.
We must make a distinction between the
Title and the purpose, scope, or, if T may
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use the expression, limitations of the Bill,
The Bill itself does not propose to repeal or
annul the parent Act, which stands. But it
does propose to amend certain portions of
the parent Aect, and nothing more than that.
That is the seope of the Bill. Whatever is
outside and beyond that scope is strietly
speaking, and rightly so, foo, out of order.
But there is another point I would ask the
hon. member to consider. The poin: is that
his amendment would oust the functions’ of
the Legislature and would be delegating to
an irresponsible body, an Aect that would
have foree of law without having gone
through the formalities neeessary under our
Constitution for the making or passing of
laws. On that seore it is beyond our possi-
bilities. This Legislature is a responsible
body, but the ecommission is an irrespon-
sihle -and delegated body, appointed to per-
form only certain set functions, not to make
laws. Therefore, on that score, if on no
other, T must support the ruling of the
Chairman of Committees,

Hon. G. Tavlor: The last ground appears
to be the strong point. While this Par-
liament delegates its power to a Royal Com-
misgion to snbmit to it a report on the elee-
toral boundaries of the State under eertain
conditions——

Mr. Speaker: Is the hon. member dis-
agreeing with my rnling?

Mr. Marshall: On a point of order. I
want to know if the member for Mt. Mar-
garet is permitted to discuss the ruling you
have given?

Mr. Speaker: Only if he intends to move
to disagree with it.

Mr. Marshall: Can a member speak on
vour ruling without moving to dizagree?

Mzr. Speaker: I have asked the hon. mem-
ber if he intends to do that.

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not intend to take
advantage of the oceasion to make a speech
without indicating whether I intend to move
to disagree with your ruling. T intend fo
act honourably towards you, Mr. Speaker. I
do not wish to move to disagree with your
ruling, but I know it is not sound.

The Premier: There is no doubt about the
ruling at all.

Commitiee Resumed.

Title—agreed to.

- Bill reported without amendment and the
veport adopted.
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BILI—FEEDING STUFFS.

Returned from the Counecil with amend-
ments,

BILL—RBRAILWAYS DISCONTINUANCE.,
Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read, notifying that it insisted on its amend-
ments disagreed to hy the Assembly.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1928-29.
' In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previsus day;
Mr. Panton in the Chair.
(Hon.

Department of Mines s W

Munsie, Minister).
Vote—Mines, £104,975:

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
8. W. Munsie—Hannans) [9.28]: I do not
intend to have much to say regarding the
Mines Estimates. I am sorry I have to again
report a deeline in the gold yield. I think
the decline this year is due principally to
the fact that we have been unable to provide
railway facilities to Wiluna. I am positive
that had the railway been extended to
Wiluna during the year we would have
stopped, within a short period, the decline
in the production of gold, at any rate for a
few years. Then again, with regard to the
Eastern goldfields, T was hopeful that before
the end of the last financial year, the Golden
Horseshoe mine would have been in full
swing. I have been disappointed in that
connection although the company agreed to
raise a considerable amount of ecapital,
probably £150000, for working the mine.
The report of a gentleman who was sent to
sample and report on the mine is being
awaited by the company, and 1 hope that
in the near future there will be a large
number of men again at work on the mine.
[ might wmention that aunite recently in the
Kalgoorlie distriet there has been a dis-
wovery in what ig known as the Hidden
Secret lease. .\ fair amount of prospect-
ng has heen going on there for some con-
iderable time, and rceently one of the
waers of the Hidden Seeret struck a very
‘ich lode carrying telluride and silver of a
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very high value. I am informed that in
the =ulphide zone the values are equal to
the vich chute that was discovered many
vears ago in the Hidden Secret, and it is
helieved they have picked up the lode again
on the south side of the bar that ¢nt off the
lode in the lease. IEf that i= so, there is a
bright future for that lease. I am also in-
formed that in driving in the oxidised zone,
about 175 feet in depth on the top of the
lode, there i= both fine and coarse gold
showing freely. The discovery is of suffi-
eient importance to warrant my sending Mr.
Wilsor, the Assistant State Mining En-
gineer, te Kalgoorlie for the purpose of
examining. the find and giving his opinion
upon it. As I say, if they have picked up
the Hidden Seerct.chote on the south side
of the bar, theve is a bright future for that
lease and probahiy for other leases running
south from it. Because where they have
made this find the whole of the prospecting
in the past has been done on the western
side, and there is a possibility that the
lode will run for some considerable distance
east of where any prospecting has been
done. T may also mention that the depart-
ment agreed recently to give assistance in
approved cases to individuals or syndicates
for the purpose of prospecting for- deep
alluvial. This has never heen done in West-
ern Australia before. T think the depart-
ment is justified in that attitude, particn-
larly in and around Kalgoorlie. Tt has
always been amazing to me to see that hill,
ahout a mile in length, the richest mile of
country in the known world, and fo reflect
upon what may be around it. Al geolo-
gists -tell us that at one period the hill was
much higher.  The amazing thing is that
all that rich stuff should have heen swept
down and no deep ailuvial found anvwhere
in the vicinity. Some alluvial leads aroond
hoth the east and west sides of the hill
have been discovered. hnt ther have never
heen fraced to the main channels. which
should run north and sounth. A svndi-
cate has heen formed in Kalgoorlie for
the nurpose of seeine if that can bhe
picked up. - That svndicate have put
up various snezestions to me. - They want
to know if thev raise £5.000 or £10.000.
will T subsidise them pound for pound on
the amount raised. That T am not pre-
pared to do. But if they raise £5.000 and
take an® area, and the officers of the Mines
Department veport to me that they have
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a reasonable chance of suecess, I will ba
prepared to subsidise them pound for pound
on  the aetual work done. Boring
is proceeding at Braeside. Although I am
disappointed to have fo say that the first
bore showed no payable values, the manage-
ment are still opiimistic about the bores
that are to follow. They have mapped 13.
The departmental officers themselves did not
expect very high resuits fromn the first bore.
However, 1 am hopetul for the results of
fhe subsequent bores, and I say that, in
the interests of Western Aunstralia, it would
be a Godsend if values could be produnced
by the bores going down at Braeside. For
we have there the right people interested;
people who are prepared to spend money
if they can get a possible chance of succesa.
The same company is interested in Mt Tsa
in Queensland, and have already agreed to
spend three millions of money there, If we
can get them really interested in Western
Australia, and thev should be prepared to
spend that amount here, it would give West-
ern Australian mining a very big lift. I
am hopefnl that the bores at Braeside will
disclose valnes. During the last 12 months
there has been in the Mines Department a
volicy of doing a considerable amount of
horing, the department bearing the whole
of the cost. That is in relation to boring on
abandoned leases where there iz a reason-
able chance of finding a mine. 'The first
to be tested was the old Tindalls at Coolgar-
die. The ground was reserved by the de-
vartinent hefore they decided to hore. They
have put down three hores, and I have
been surprised that there has been no appli-
eation for that ground, seeing that the bores
disclosed the values that they did.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Have the re-
sults heen made public?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, they
have heen published in the Press. The first
hore averaged only about 51 dwts.. but the
second hore diselosed that over 2ft. in width
of the lode there was 6 ozs. and some dwis.,
and, for the next 2 feet, 2 ozs. and some
dwts. and for the next 8 feet, 1nz. 12 dwts,
The third hove disclosed 1oz, 3 dwis.
T mention this because of the many peoplc
hecoming interested in mining in Western
Australia. T believe that if they conld get
one prize, they would readily invest monev
in such mines as Tindall’s on the values
shown by the hores. At present the drill
iz being worked not on whole time by the
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department, because the owner of the lease
is paying half the expense on a show north
of Leonora, the name of which I do not
recall. Only one or two bores will be put
down on that lease, and if they are not
successful we have arranged that the drill
shall be shifted to another mine in the elec-
torate of the member for Mt. Margaret, the
old Lancefield. I believe the company in-
terested in the Lancefield at present have
re-pegged several leases I have reserved
for them until they get the bore, The re-
sults, in my opinion, will prove satisfactory.
1 say that for the reason that for a long
time there was great difficulty about the
treatment of the Lanceficld ore. But as the
result of the experiments made at Wiluna,
there will no longer be any diffieulty, I
am assured, in the trentment of the Lance-
field ore. When that mine stopped I be-
lieve the nnderlay was only between 700 and
800 feet in depth, and the lode was just as
high in value at that point as it was any-
where else. The intention is to eut ihe lode
at a greater depth. If that lode continues,
ere long there will be at Lancefield again a
mine employing a fairly large number of
men. Apart from gold mining altogether,
I am pleased with the report of Dr. Wool-
nough, the Commonwealth Geologist, on the
oil bore at Freney's. A considerable time
ago a paragraph appearcd in the Sydney
“Bulletin” diserediting the Freney bore, and
making statements that, in my view, were
not correct on the reports supplied to the
Mines Department. I submitted the para-
graph to the State Mining Engineer and
the Geologist, and after consultation with
them T replied to the “Bulletin.” I am
pleased to say the editor published my repty
word for word. 1 mention this because
Professor Woolnough’s report, pullished in
the “West Awustralian” the day before yes-
terday, takes up exaetly the opinion I ex-
pressed from the departmental officers to
the ‘‘Bulletin " nearly six weeks ago. Whila
there is nothing to rave about in the discov-
ery at Freney's, it is something to know that

men like Professor Woolnough and Mr.
Blatehford have definitely ecertified that
cerude oil has been found there, That i1s a

very hopeful discovery for Western Aus-
tralin. T trust that the water that has got
into the hole has not damaged the oil sands.
At this juneture T want to issue a word of
warning to any other company that might
start boring for oil. T have a complaint
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against the Freney 0il Company.  They
hiave not carried ont their obligations under
the Act in their notificalion of what hap-
pened in the hore. Had they done, as un-
der the Act they were supposed to do,
namely, notified the department immediately
theyv struck water, they would not have been
in the difficulty they are in to-day. Bat
they did not do that. They went on and
struek sp mueh water that it rvose to within
175 feet of the surface.  All geologists and
oil experts say that to bhe sueeesstul with
oil, the bore must be kept dry. What has
happened may meap that the present hoie
may have to be abandoned, and the com
pany will have to bore again from the sur-
face, all hecause they did not comply with
the conditions Jaid down in the Act.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is the depth of
the hore?t

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T is
either 2132 ft. or 2,332ft,, T am not sure
which.

Hon. {i. Taylor:
of lost work there.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Yes, but
hoth Dr. Woolnough and Mr. Blatchford
say thev believe that, with proper appli-
ances, there is a prospect of saving the pres-
ent hole and getting it dry.

Mr. Angelo: At what depth did they
strike water?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
are not eertan of that. They were wrong in
not netifving the department forthwith.
When they did notify us, the bore was sealed
off. To-day Dr. Woolonugh is not sure
whether they have struck a fresh supply of
water, or whether the first supply has hroken
away and gone down to fhe bottom. At al!
events, so mueh water have they that it i-
exercising a pressure of 128 lbs. to the
aquare inch.

Hon. G. Taylor:
firat water struck?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T ecun-
not say from memory. Tt was not very
deep.

Hon. @. Taylor: Surely they could easilv
pump it down to that leakaee.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : They iried
to seal it off and bale it ont, but failed.
Then they tried to take tests by various
means Trom the hottom. To give some idea
ol the pressure of water, they fried with a
galvanised iron pipe, with a clap on it, to
zet a sample of water as near the hottom as

[59]

Then there will he a lot

At what depth was the
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possible. They sealed and soldered that, but
the pressurc was so great that it formed
compressed air in the bottom and the air was
actually blowing off through the solder.
There is no ¢nestion about the heavy pres-
sure of water. Until proper methods are
adopted to enable the hore to be agrin
opened up, it has been filled with clay in
order to protect the oil sands. I wish to
make specint referemce to the Sons of
Gwalia Mine. Members are aware that
some time ago the Governmeni de-
vided to cdevote mortion of the £260,000
odd of the money available from the
disabilities grant to assist the Gwalia
Cuinpany. - The technical commission ap-
pointed by the Migration Commission, the
officers of the Mines Department and Mr.
Kingsley Thomas—who was appointed =2
Royal Commissioner to inquire into the min-
ing industey—all recommended that assisst-
ance should be given to the Sons of Gwalin
Mine, and reported that if it were given.
there was a reasonable chance of success. I
do not know of any mine in the State that
during the last three months has operated
under such disadvantageons conditions as
has the Sous of Giwalia. Prior to receiving
assistance it had been deecided to salvage
the mine. Jn other words, it was intended
simply to work out the ore developed and
abandon the mine. That programme was
started ou, und when we decided to grant
assistanec there wus not too much ore left
ready for development. Conseguently, the
munagement has had to erowd machines into
the working faces, which method is
not  nearly s0 economieal as proper
working. I mention this because 1 intend
to quote the resulis of the Tast three
months, 1 wish to give every eredit to the
management for what it has done to revive
minine i that disteict. 1 am kept posted
monthly with an aevitrute acecunt of fhe
developuent that is taking place. Values in
the winzes being sunk from the hottom
level are satisfactory. 1 amr giving away
no secret when 1 sav thal values over s
width ot 72 inches have averaged 40s. per
ton. Unquestionably the vnlues are there.
I stress this partientarly beeanse, if the
Gwalia Mine can get those rvesulls, why
eannot. the mines in other parts of the
State do it also? Times out of number 1]
have been told hy the Chamber of Mines in
Kalzaorlie that it is Impossible to reduce
mining costs on the Golden. Mile. ‘T admil,
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that the IKalgoorlie mines have to roast their
ore, which is not necessary at Gwalia,

Hon, G. Taylor: The Uwalia ore is nok
so refractory.
~The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
s0. But the State Mining Kngineer assures
me that Gwalia ore is harder to fine grind
than is Kalgoorlie ore, and it is all fine
ground at Gwalia. In July the quantity of
ore broken and erushed was 11,246 tons at
a total eost for mining and milling of 21s.
5.21d. per ton.

. Hon. G. Taylor: 'There is nothing to
complain about in that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Kal-
goorlie managers say they cannot treat ore
for that. " L have not yet been able to get
a statement from theml as to the cost of
roasting the ore. [ should like to get some
pruol of the actual eost of roasting ore at
Kalzovrlie and, nfter adding it to the cost
of mining and milling at Gwalia, compare
the iwo sets of fignees. 1 am satisfied that
the Kalgoorlie fiztires would not he nearly
so- favourable as ave the fiwalia figures. It
cannot be said that CGwalia is working at
an advantage over Kalgoorlie inasmuch as
the rate of wages is slightly higher there
than on the Golden Mile,

- Mv. Grifliths:  And Gwalia is situated at
a far greater distance from the source of
supplies,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes; as
a-matter of faet, the Sons of Gwalia Mine
is, drawing its supply of mining timber
[fom west of Burracoppin and hauling it te
iwalia.  Fur August the Sons of Gwalia
mined and treated 11,616 tons of ore at a
total cost of 19s. 1.G4d. per ton, whiie for
September. the quantity was 11,208 tons at
a total eost of 195, 3.03d. I amr quoting
these figures in order Lv have them pub-
lished in “Hansard™ as a record of what
can be done in mining and treatment in
this State.

Mr. Marshall: Tt would be well if the
Press reported them, too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. 1]
am hopeful that something will be done to
reduce costs at Kalgoorlie. If Kalgoorlie
mines could get down to those figures, plus
the cost of roasting the ore, I am satisfied
that cvery mine in Kalgoorlie wounld be
paying handsome dividends. For the life
of me T eannot understand why those mines
rannot  get down to equnel costs. J
o - further and say that the secret
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of suecess on the Sons of Gwalia is
the use of gas producers. Some time
ago, following un agitation in the min
ing industry, the Premier went to Kalgoor-
lie and publicly announced that the Gov-
ernment would give a fairly large sum of
woney to assist in providing additions to
the Ialgourlie power plant in order to
supply cheap eleetricity to the mines. Then
three experts were appointed to go to Kal-
gorlie and report—men who knew their
work well. 'They went to Kalgoorlie and
presented a very elaborate report for the
establishinent of a power station, the total
cost of whiel would bave been something
like £273,000. 1 wish to emphasise that the
Gwalia eompany, by using suction gas, is
produeing its own electric eurrent at about
one-third of what the experts reported as
the cost at which the company eould supply
the Kalgoorlie mines after an expenditure
of £273,000. An important lesson is to le
Tearned from the Sons of Ghwalia mine,
which has proved conclusively that mining
costs can be reduced. Since the Govern-
ment have been assisting the mine, the
management have suceeeded on three ocea-
sions in getting the total costs below pre-
war figures. That is something of which
the management might be proud. I, as Min-
ister for Mines, am proud of it. At any
rate, when the management secure such
excellent results, they should receive the

credit due to ithem. T helieve that
the Sons of Gwalia has as manager
a man who s as ecapable as, if not

more g0 than any mine manager in the State
or out of it. In my opinion the results
of his work have proved it. When I intro-
duced the Mining Estimates last year 1
spoke a good deal on the eventual pros-
perity of mining, but zave a pretty doleful
tale of what mining had meant to the health
of the men engaged in it.

Mr. Griffiths: Before vou pass on to that,
ean you say how the discoveries at Wes-
tonia are panning out?

The MINISTER FOR MINES I can-
not sav from memory. Last year T went
so far as say that if the 1926-27 examination
was correct as eompared with the 1925-26
examination, the sooner we closed down on
mining in this State, the better it would be.

Hon. G. Taylor: On the report there was
nothing else to suggest.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
s0. I said I did not think the examination
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this year would disclose anything like sueh
msatisfeciory figures. The Hral figures are
not yet available for this year. When I
wade my statement last year the final
fignres for that year were not available,

Hon. G. Taylor: But your statement to-
night will be on the same basis.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. At
present there are still about 250 men to be
examined, If we may take last year's exam-
inations as a criterion, the men still to be
examined will improve the figures for this
year, as they did in both the previous years,
becanse they are principally men working

in shallow and small shows. The figures
for the three vears are as follows:—
1925--28.
Total number of men examined .., . 4,028
Suflering from mjners’ phthisis— o
Early ... e 409 = 11-4
Advanced we 188 = 4-5
Plus tuberculosta ... we 181 = 58
Suflering from tuberculosis only ..., 11 = +3
Normals ... ... 3,23% = 80-6
1927,
Total number of men examined ... e 3,728
Suﬁerini {rom miners’ phthisle— %
Early ... e 381 = 10-2
Advanced e 83 = 2:5
Plus tuberculosls ... o 128 = 344
Suffering from tubercolosisonly .., 10 = 8
Normals - et 3,116 = 83-6
1028,
{As reported to date.)
Total number of men examined ... . . 2,002
Suffe {rom miners’ phthisls— %
Eﬂfﬁy p... .. 312 = 145
Advenced . 88 = 2-p
Plus tuberculosis ... e B = 1.2
Suffering from tuberculosis only 3= -1
Wormals ... .. ..  ..2527 = 84-3

The examination discloses that of 2,962 men
working in the mines last yvear, 37 suffered
from either tuberculosis only or from tuber-
culosis and phthisis, as against 138 in the
first vear of examinalion and 141 in the
subsequent year.

Hon. (. Taylor: How do their ages man?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
not particulars of their ages. It is fair
to read the comparative figures, since they
show the improvement to be even greater
than the figures first yquoted snggest. Hon.
members who understand the position will
realize the effect of the comparison. The
report states—

The 312 men reported to be suffering from
miner’s phthisis early comprise 272 who were
reported as suffering from miner’s phthisis
early in the 1927 examinatioms, 33 who were

previously reported as normal, and five new
cases, that is, cases reported for the first time.
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Of the 56 advanced cases, 72 were previously
reported as advanced, 13 ay early, and one au
a new case. Out of the total of 398 early and
advanced cases, there were only 42 fresh cases,
as compared with 71 ont of 474 in.the 1927
examinations, .

It will be seen that there is an unquestion-
able improvement in this year's examina-
tions as compared with those of 1926 and
1927, 11 those figures were a fair eriterion,
if out of 3,000 odd men 130 or 139 were to
be ent down by tuberculosis in every year,
the sooner we stop mining the better, under
those conditionsz, Mining would not be
worth poing on with then. Fo show the
obligations devolving npon the State under
the Miners' Phthisis Act, I quote the fol-
lowinyr :—

The number of persons in receipt of compen-
sation in respect of themselves and depend-
ants is 218, and the aggregate amount of com-
pensation paid up to the 30th June last sinee
the inception of the Act was £63,547 19s 6d.
The amount paid for the last finanecial year was
E£37,922 gs. 104, and it is estimated that £40,000
will be required to meet the ¢ompensation for
the current financial year, Sinee the first
group of men wag withdrawn from the mines,
on the 27th January, 1926, 79 have died and
29 are permanently incapacitated from work,
The number of dependants of the deccased and
totally incapacitated men is 259, comprising 71
wives, 3% widows, and 149 children.

It is not pleasant to have to make snuch a re-
port, even though il does reveal a vast im-
provement on the previous examinations. I
have also partienlars of men, not work-
ing in the mines. but applying for
work in the mines, who were examined
during the year. -About eight months ago
a regulation iatil on the Tables
of both Houses, and not disagreed to, pro-
viding that no man c¢an get employment in
the mining distriet who is suffering from
any of the diseases specified in the Third
Schednle to the Workers’ Campensation Act.

Hon. G. Taylor: A few such men are
theve.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A good
number of such men are working in the
mines at present, and we do not debar them
from continuing; but it was only fair, from
the aspect of protection for the men them-
selves and of protection for the industry, to
issue that regulation. It is to the effect that
men must be medically certified as not suf-
fering from any of the diseases mentioned
in the Third Schedule before they can be
employed in the mines.

was
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Mr, Marshall: It is only a fuir thing to
the industry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That was
one of the considerations which influenced
me most as Minister for Mines. Just at that
time there was a big slump at Broken Hill,
and naturally the men put off there would
come to look for work in Western Ausiralia,
as the most active of the States in mining.
In the absence of the medical examination,
soch men might obtain employment while
suffering from dust, either early or ad-
vanced, but so long as they had not con-
tracted toberculosis they could get into the
mines. Accordingly that regulation was
issued. The total number of men who have
applied for work since then is 536, and of
those 490 were normal. One was suffering
from cellulitis over the patelln, 11 were
suffering from miners’ phthisis early, five
from miners’ phthisis advanced, seven from
miners’ phthisis plus tuberculosis, 11 from
tubcrenlosis only, and two from ankylo-
stomiasts. I am sorry 1 eannoit record anm
inexease in the vutput of geld for last year.
Something extraordinary will have {o happen
te enahle me to report an increasc for this
year; but I am positive that in the year
following, when Wiluna will have got woing,
the industry will turn the corner and show
a big inerease in the output of gold in West-
ern Australia.

MRER. LAMOND (Pilbara) [10.8]: } is to
be regretted that the gold produefion ot the
State has decreased, and year after yvear con-
tinues on the decline. It is gratifving, how-
ever, to hear the Minister speak with such
confidence of Wiluna, and express the
anticipation that when that eentre is pro-
vided with railway faciliies we muay look
for a revival in gold production. [ am
pleased that the Government have treated
the Braeside district so sympathetically.
They have granted a liberal suhsidy fo the
company operating theve. I yrecently visited
the centre, and was not over-pleased with
the positions that had Dbeen selected  for
diamond horing operations on the flield. T
do not profess te know mueh aboul horing,
but it did appear to me, as a layman, that
the sites chosen were on the wranty side of
the lode. In ordinary mining the practice
is to put down a prospeeting shatt lo prove
a lode or reef on the hanging wall of the
lode. The sites selected for horing, and
especially those whiech were heing worked
during my visit, were on the footwall side
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of the lode. Most of the prospeciors there
were rather disappointed, but I have nmo
doubt that the oflicer responsible for the
selection of those sites will be able to ex-
plain his action, Doubtless he had his
reasons for the choice he made. Gold-
ninihg in my distriet is at a low ebb,
The attention of mining people is turned
more towards ashestos and tin. A lot of
interest had lately been shown in the large
asbestos deposits in the Pilbara distriet,
Thousands of tons of this mineral could be
produced at a very prolitable yate if the
Tariff Board couid be induced to give the
same assistance to the industry as they have
given to others, Asbesios is brought inio
the Commonwealth free of duty. This ser-
iously affects the indusiry in the North-
West. 1 understand that most of the as-
bestos used im Australia comes from South
Afriea, which brings us into competition
with thot country. I shall be glad to know
if the Minister can make representations
to the Tarift Board with a view to having
a small doty placed upon this eommodity.
I bBelieve that manganese carries a 33 per
cent, duty. 1f a similar duty could be placed
on imported asbestos it would make a great
difference to the industry. Thousands of
tons of the mineral could be worked in Pil-
bara.

Mr. Angelo: Where would you get the
market ¥

Mr. LAMOND: In Australia. A good
deul of asbestos is used in this State alone.
The Pilbara distriet has produced the best
asbestos in the world,

AMr. Lutey: And the demand is inereasing.

Mr. LAMOND: It has brought as much
as £200 a ton in London. That eclass of
asbestos is not used in Australia, but there
is a good demand for it in England. The
inferior class is worth from £20 to £30 per
ton. That is the kind used in Auvstralia,
and it is that class that comes from South
Africa free of duty. Perhaps it would be a
guod idea, while the boring plants are in the
Pilbara distciet, if the Government put down
a tew boreholes in the Marble Bar and Bam-
boo ventres to prove whether the gold-hear-
ing ove lives at depth. It has been the cus-
tom in the past when ibe surface ores have
been rich for the companies or prospectors
to work down to water level and then, owing
to the cost of production, to abaudon the
shows. Very little bas been done since. Gen-
erally speaking the prospectors eannot
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alford to purchuse the plant necessary to
cope with the water after going down 8
or 90 feet. Tin mining is something like
pold-mining and pretty fat. That is doe
chiefly to the drop in the price of tin. Dur-
ing the past few months 60 or 70 tons of
machinery were brought into the distriet
with the object of working the lower grade
alluvial patehes. Unfortunately, the price of
tin has gooe down, and some of the pros-
pects which looked fairly bright a few weeks
ago, have, for the present, been abandoned.
L thank the Minister for the very valuable
assistance he has given to the Braeside
district,

MR. CHESSON (Cue) [10.15]: I wish to
express my appreciation and gratification for
the action of the Government and the Min-
ister, and for the sympathy and assistance
they have given to the mining industry. I
also thank the officers for the courtesy and
consideration they have at all times meted out
to members who have gone to them with
different cases. I refer particularly to the
Under Secretary and the officers under him,
and to members of the Geological Depart-
ment.  All those officers have been most
courteous and most willing to render assist-
ance. The Government have done a great
deal for the mining industry through the
Mines Development Vote, through the Pros-
pecting Board and through the carfing sub-
sidy to prospectors, as well as through the
free assays of ores. Any miner who has a
proposition ean get his ore assayed free and
determine by analysis what the gold contents
of the stone are. The department
has done everything possible to assist
net only the prospector but mining
companies. Money has been advanced
to big eompabies to assist them in develop-
ing their mines. KEvery assistance has been
afforded for the fostering of the industry.
Digmongd drilling and boring have also been
done extensively. We know what has oe-
eurred at Wiluna, The eyes of the world
are centred upon that part of the goldfields.
Lt is realised, with the big development going
on there, that Wiluna must have a great
future. No one who has been through the
mine can fail to realise that the company
bas spent a large sum of money upoen ite

development.

Mr, North: How long will the railway
take to construct¥

Mr. CHESSON: I believe it is in-

tended to push on with it as quickly as pos-
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sible.  Wiluna eannot do much without a
railway. I take a very optimistic view of

g fulure of the goldmining industry, es-
pecially as it is seen in the Murchison.
Reidy’s bas been materially assisted by the
Government. I think the shareholders are now
displaying more sympathy towards the man-
agement. Before long that mine should be
on the map. It has eonstantly been written
down in the Press. The wild-cat column of
the “Bulletin,” has repeatedly contained
statements indieating that the optimism of
the manager’s reports was due to a desire
to have the calls paid by the shareholders.
It was said that these reporis were mis-
leading. As a result of these statements
over 50,000 shares were forfeited in Adelaide,
The manager continued operations and went
without his salary for a considerable time.
A fairly large quantity of ore was treated
and some machinery was placed on the mine.
The whole of the 50,000 shares have been
taken up by people in Western Australia,
and of the 135,000 share in the company
over 80,000 are now held in Western Aus-
tralia. ’

Hon, G. Taylor: More than haif of them.

Mr. CHESSON: Yes. Reecently a meet-
ing was held in Perth and the sharcholders
decided to send someone acvoss to South
Australia to induee the directors to transfer
the directorate to Western Aunstralia. I am
satistied that with the quantity of ore
treated and the development that bas al-
ready taken plaece, Reidys will develop into
a big mine and will employ a lot of Iabour.
[ have some figures I wish to deal with to
indicate the position of the property. The
company has been treating ore from the
mine for over two years. A water supply
was obtained two miles away and two miles
of piping and a deeent plant were installed
in order to pump the water. When the com-
pany took over from the vendor £830 was
owing to the Government. The company
paid off that mortgage and borrowed a fur-
ther amount to put down the pipe Jine. That
further money has been repaid and still
another amount has been horrowed to put
down the main shaft, which has been sunk
100 feet. It is 12 feet by 4 feet in the clear,
and is closely timbered. The greatest part
of the third loan has already been paid off.
About a quarter of a mile from the mine a
small plant had been put up by prospectors
at the outset of the operations. The eom-
pany has treated over 11,200 tons of ore,
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which was put through that plant for an
average recovery of 4l1s. 5d. per ton. 1t
was never suggested ut the time that the
company would be able to pay dividends
while utilising the old plant. It was used
by the company mereiy for developing the
proposition and to treat the ove taken from
the drives and winzes so as (o prove con-
clusively to the shareholders that, -with the
advantage of an up-to-date plant later on,
they would have a really good mine, The
iHant utilised for treating the ore was devoid
of all labour-saving appliances and, in view
of the newspaper attacks I have already re-
ferred to, the capital necessary for procur-
ing a mill that would be a more economical
proposition was not forthcoming. As a re-
sult, the small tonnage that could be treated
has yielded little profit. The present posi-
tion of the mine is briefly as follows: A
main shaft 12 ft. by 4 ft. has been sunk
to the No. 1 level, close timbered and cen-
tred with a ladderway. A vertical prospect-
ing main shaft has heen sunk to 190 feet
and levels driven from it north and south
to a depth of 96 ft. and 164 fi. At the
hottom of the shaft which has passed from
the oxidised to {he sulphide zone, the lode
has been crossent and shows a width of
G ft. with 40s, values. The No. 1 level has
been driven a total distance of 425 ft. and
the No. 2 (164 ft.) level 438 £t with an
average width of 8 ft, and a value of
41s. 6d. per ton. It has not been proved
that the full length of the ore shoot has
been determined as there is ore in both the
north and south faces of the drive.

Hon. G. Taylor: Quartz or lode?

Ay, CHESSON: Lode. There is also
pavable ore in the Emun Sonth, which is
1,500 ft. away. The shaft has been put down
154 ft. and payable ore has been found.
So that shows there is 1,500 ff. of the same
lode. Diamond drilling has been carried out
there and the ore that has been crushed has
come from all the development faces and the
siopes above No. 1 Jevel, No. 2 level is
inlact except for a leading stope in the
sonth end 110 ft. long. At 30th June last
the ore reserves opened up down to the
No. 2 level were estimated to he 24,385 tons
worth 43s, per ton. In April last the Mines
Department put down a series of hores to
prove whether the gold contents of the
lode persevered into the sulphide zone.
Altogether five hores were put down
and cut the lode at depths varying
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from 270 to 500 ft. below the surface.
These bores were put down entirely
nnder Government supervision. The cores
were locked away by the dismond drill
manager and sent by him sealed to the
Government Petrologist for determination.
After his examination the cores were sent to
the Government Analyst for assay. These
assays gave returns of a valug varying from
35s, to 53s. 4d. 'The heres were put down
to depths varying from 262ft. to 503ft. and
the angles of depression ranged from 43
degrees to 60 degrees. The results of the
assays were as follows:—
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The manager considers the No. 1 bore is
in the extreme southern end of the main ore
shoot and that this accounts for the lede
being smaller than the average. The width
and value, however, constifute a payable ore
body. He is aiso of opinion that No. 3 bhore
Pprobably pierced the lode but here again a
payable ore hody was disclosed. No. 2 and
No. 4 bores show a splendid body of ore and:
it is most gratifying to the gold mining
industry, the Mines Department who ecar-
ried out the boring, and to the shareholders
in the company that the values in the deepest
bore, estimated at 503ft. vertieal, are the
best encountered and worth 10s. a ton more
than the average proved values of the upper
levels. Mr. Mathers, the manager, estimates
the reserves opened up and the ore indicated
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by the diamond drill at a total of 100,000
tons of a recoverable value of 40s. per ton.
On 'the assumption that the proved shout
goes down at the same width and length as
disclosed at the No. 2 level, the surveyor for
the company estimates that the reasenable
expectation of ore lo the 500ft. horizon—
the deepest point at which the lode bas been
proved by the drill—amonnts to 155,700
tons of a recoverable value of 403,
Estitmating the cost of mining and treat-
ment at 25s. per tom, this shows a gross
profit of £86,773, aad after providing
£14,275 10 liqnidale the existing debt on
the mine, something under £4,000, installing
an efficient trealment plant and sinking the
main shaft, £72,500, or 10s. per share will
be available for dividends to the sharchold-
ers, This takes us to the lowesi point at which
the present chute has been proved, and
thouzh it is never safe to prophesy unless
vou know, the values in the deepest drill
hole and the width are so satisfactory that
the future of the deeper levels may be
looked to with every confidenc: by the
shareholders,

Mr. Marshall: The shareholders in that
comnany have no appreciation of the values
they possess.

Mr. CHESSON: At the 164 fi. level
there has bheen 500 £t of driving and over
11,000 tons have heen trealed throuzh the
nill. the recovery rcosting 41s. Gd. Tt is
wractically a vertical lode with an average
of 8ft. on that level, and with values ex-
ending fo hoth ends. No doubt the esti-
nate given here 15 a very conservative one.
Taving been present at the meeting and
een the report pul hefore the sharcholders
he other day, T feel confident there wil) be
0 & fienlty in developing that proposition.

Mr. Marshall: They want a batlery first.

Me. CHESSOXN: First they want an up-
y4late treatment plant, and then to con-
inne the main shaft down so that they
wmy work the ore in the oxidised zone, anJ

ave other levels opened up in  the
alphide zone. 1 have talked over the
iatter  with the State Alining En-

ineer. and 1 find there is nothing refrac-
w¥ in the sulphides. Taking the cores
'om the diamond drili, T think the estimate
wen by the survevor, Mr. MeCartney, i
fairlv conservagive (ne.

Mr. Marshall: Have vou any idea of the
tual ore reserves they have?
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Mr. CHESBON: Yes, I ean give you
thuse figures. There are 24,000 tons devel-
oped from the 164{t. level to the surface.

My. Mayshall: They ave badly in need of
a treatment plant.

My, CHESSOXN: That is s¢. Since the
facts have been placed before the share-
holders, I do not think there will be any
difficulty in getting in the necessary ealls
to provide for a treatment plant and the
sinking of the main shaft. One of the
leading mine managers has gone up to re-
pori. 1 am satisfied that the mine will
stand any investigation.

Ay, Marshall: It is as good a propesi-
fion as there is anywhere in the State.

My, CHESSON: The South Australian
people have not shown confidence in the
mine, but the manager has shown every
confidence, because for three years he went
withont his salary. T wish to refer to the
Rig Beli proposition, one of the biggest in
the State. There the lode is 120 feet and
has heen sampled over 1,000 feet. The
values are a little low, but T am optimistic
regarding those to be disclosed by the
diamond drill. T again thank the Mines
Department for the assistance they have al-
ways given me in respect of every genuine
proposition T have put before them.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [10.36] : It
may seem like femerity on my part to speak
on mining, but T have lived on the goldfields,
and in one small corner of my electorate a
wood deal of mining development is going
on at present. T had hoped that the Minister
wonld be able to give us some information
ahout Westonia, the corner T refer to. The
mines there are opening up with great
promise. The syndieate that fook up the hig
mine has heen able to carrv out all its oblizra-
tions to the Government and has paid up sui
of the proceeds from the mine. Develop-
ment is going on apace, and T hope for some-
thing very good in that disirict before lone.
Tt was pleasing to listen to the Minister
when ke told us abont Wiluna an? the Horer-
shoe and the Hidden Seceret. His reference
to ancient geological history was very in-
terestinz. He mentioned that the mile of
hill at Kalgoorlie was once so much higher
than it is to-day. T think he said that no
deep alluvial had been traced there. But
whal about the Jvanhoe venture

The Minister for Mines: That is not 1ur-
ning north and south.
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Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 was on the goldfields
at the time, and I have a very lively recollec-
tion of the deep alluvial trouble. As to the
Sons of Giwalia mine, the figures quoted
clearly indicate that efficiency has been car-
ried out on that property. It should give
‘the Kalgoorlie authorities food for refiec-
tion. The Sons of Gwalia is situated 534
miles from the coast, whereas Kalgoorlie is
ooly 375 miles, or 15% miles nearer to the
source of supplies. It was good to hear the
Minister’s report as to the great improve-
ment in the position relating to miners' eom-
plaint. It was a very sad tale the Minister
had to tell us last year, but it was felt that
the first investigation probably would give the
worst results. That is turning out to he correci.
As regards oil, I have been looking through
my diary and I find I marked the 25th
Angust as a red-letter day—“Freney’s struck
oil; the greatest thing since Coolgardie.”
If there is oil in any quantity and it turns
out to be a payable proposition, it will be
one of the finest things that has ever bap:-
pened in this State.

Mr. Marshall: There is every justifica
tion for hoping that it will be so.

The Minister for Mines: My word there
is!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am looking for-
ward to the time when all that country
away up the Murchigon will fulfil the gread
expectations entertained of it. Before I
left the 014 Country I had heard a lot about
that part of Western Australia. I had read
of the explorations of Mr. Calvert, but apari
from what I had read, when 1 landed
here in 1894 [ came into contact with many
people who spoke most hopefully of the Mur-
chison and eonsidered it would prove to be
onc of the greatest fields of all. Perhaps it
might vet prove to he one of the greatest
if we could only get the Federal Govern-
ment to reduce the tariff. It is the tarifl
that is strangling the industry. If we counld
only get the people in the Eastern States to
renlise how the high tariff is murdering the
mining industry and thus seeure a reduetion
of the duty on requisites that would make
possible the utilisation of low-grade ores
prosperity would undoubtedly foliow.

Progress reported.
House adjourned at 10.44 p.m.

S ——————————
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.3
p.m. and read prayers.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH SUFPER-
ANNUATION FUND.

teport of Select Committee.

Hon. A. lwovekin brought up the report
of the Select Committee appointed to in-
quire into the City of Perth Superannua-
tion Fund Bill.

Report ovdered to be printed.

BILL—DOG ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and relurned (o the
Assemhly with amendments.

BILL—WHEAT BAGS.

Report of Commitiee adoptied.

BILL—WATER BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEY SECRETARY (ion. J. M.
Prew—~Central) [4.3] in moving the second
reading said: The Water Boards Aect and its
amendments do not go far enough to mect
conditions that have developed during the
last few years. The existing legislation pro-
vides for {a) water supplies to towns; (b}
reticulated water supplies from the Gold:
fields Water Supply main and (e) reticu
lated water supplies from isolated schemes
These provisions fail to cover the whak
situation. 'There is a never-eceasing deman
upon the Government for other water sup
plies thronghout the agricultural areas, ans

{



